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ANACT
D.C. ACT 20.483

IN THE COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
NOVEMBER 19, 2014

To establish a Food Policy Council 10 idesify regulatory burdens on the local food economy,
collect and analyze data on the food economy and food equity, promote positive food
policies, and guide ceganizations and individuals involved in the food cconomy asd
establish a Food Policy Director in the Office of Plasning who would peomote food
policy in the District, atiract new participants to the kcal food economy, assist an
individual slready participating in the local food economy, and ackieve the Tood goaly
identified i the Sustainable DC Plan.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMIMA, That this
&t may be cited s the “Food Policy Couscil and Director Establiahment Act of 2014,

Sec. 2. Definitions.
For the purposes of this act, Be term:

(1) "Food scoess™ means the abilixy of an individual or a family o consistently
obtan affordable, nutritious food oquitably across geography aad income Jevel.

(2) “Food assets™ means any resource of capacity, whether physical or skill-based,
1 the growth, production, processing, distribution, disposal, of sepurposing of feod.

() "Food desert™ means an arca where more than S0% of the popslation is at or
below 135% of the average median income level and where an individual canmot obtain a wide
sehection of fresh peoduce and other nueritious foods within 45 of & mde of the individeal's
revidence.

(4) “Food procurement™ means the purchasing of or contracting for harge volumes
of Jocally grown food cher diroctly from farms or from vendors by large entities cither public or
private, including schools, hospitals, and peisons.

(5) *Local food ecomomy™ means an individeal, orgasization, or business that
maintains a presence i the District and is imvolved in the growth, prodection, processing,
dtribution, dnpasal, or repurposing of food within the District,

(6) “Locally grown™ meaas from a grower in Defaware, the District, Maryland,
New Jeney, North Carclisa, Permsylvania, Virpnia, or West Virginia

(7) “Urban agricelture™ means the peactice of growng, cultivating, processing,
mwi'ko;u:“wmfmimm' mushrooms, hongy, herbs, nets, seads, and rootstock
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Sec. 3. Establishancor and dutics of the Food Policy Council,
(2) The Mayor shall establish a Food Policy Council, whose purpose shall be to

(1) Promote food sccess, food sustainability, and a local food economy, including
son-mainstreans prodocers, in the Districe;

(2) Moaitor regulaory barriers to the development of a local food economy,
including barriers 10 the operations of Earmers markets, existing food assets in the local food
economy, and job creation potential in the local food cconomy, which shall be included in the
annaal report submitsed 10 the Council of the District of Columbia in acoordance with subsection
(c) of this section and may be reported 10 the Council and relevant agencies more froguently if
needed;

(3) Collect and analyze data on the local food coonomy and food access in the
District, including an assessmont of food deserts; and

(4) Monitor and rescarch national best peactices in food policy, incloding public
health policy for Sictary-relased ilincss, and determine how they could be implemented in the
Dintrict

() The Food Policy Cosaxcil shall advise the Food Policy Director appointed pursuant 1o
section S(a) om how 10 promote food access, food sustainability, and a local food economy in the
District, bow 10 reduce reguelatory barriens 1o the development of a local food economy, and bow
10 implemont rational best practices in food policy in the District.

(¢) The Food Policy Council shall provide an senual report 10 the Council of the District
of Cobanbia oo the state of the local food cooncery mad food access acrons the District. The flest
report shall be due within 240 days of the effective date of this act. Thereaficr, the Food Policy
Council shall submit a report on Decemsber 31 of cach year. The report shall identify sational
best practices in food policy, assess District Sood access, inclading an identification of food
deserts, assess District food assets, recommend revisions to regelations and policies that affect
the local food economy and food access, and identify funding priocities.

(d) The Food Policy Council may apply for any foderal, public, or private grant or
funding that would enhance its ability to imgeove food policy and equity in the District.

Sec. 4. Composition and term of the Food Policy Council.

(a) The Food Policy Council shall consist of 13 voting members appointed by the Mayor
with the advice and consent of the Council of the District of Columbia, one of whom shall be the
Food Policy Dirccior appointed purssant 10 section $(2). The members shall be oqually
repecsenrative of established public, ncepeofle, and for-prodit casities and crganizations imvolved
in the local food economy or food access in the District.

(b) Voting members shall serve terms of 3 years; provided that of the initial members
appointed, 4 shall serve for a torm of 3 yoars, 4 shall serve for a torm of 2 yesrs, and 4 shall serve
for a term of one year.. Members may be reappointod but may serve no more than 2 consecutive
full terms. The Food Policy Dircctor shall serve on the Food Policy Council as long as he or she
romains the Food Policy Director,
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() When a vacancy develops on the Food Policy Cosncil, the Mayore shall, with the
advice and consent of the Councs] of the District of Columbile, apposss 3 successor o fill the
ueexpired portion of the term withan S0 days of the vacancy.

(d) Excluding the Food Policy Disector, voting members shall be evenly divided (mo 4
working groups 1o addecss prominest food policy issues, Each workieg growp shall inchade a
balance amacag members of public, nonprofit, and foe-peofit entities and organizations involved
in the local food econceny or food access. Each working group may include between 4 0 8§
additional members of the public named by the voting members with recogaized expertise in the
working group’s policy area. The working groups shall make recommendations for food policy
10 the Food Policy Council to be included in the anmmml report. The working groups shall focus
on the following policy groups:

(1) Local food business and Jabor development;

(2) Food eguity. acoess, and health and nutrition education;
(3) Sustainabde food procurement of locally grown food; and
(4) Urban agriculture snd food system education.

(€) The voting members shall elect a chairperson of the Food Policy Council. The
chairperson shall same voting mombers o working groups. ANl voting members shall serve
withost compensation.

() The Food Policy Council shall develop its own rules of procedure,

(£) The Food Policy Council shall meet &t lesst once every other month, The mectings
shall be held in the District and be open 10 the public, and members of the public shall be
allowed 1o voice questions o concenns about food policy at the mectings. A quoTaem 1o ransact
business shall consist of 2 majority of the voting members.

(h) There shall be 10 ex officio noevoting members, including Direcsors of the folloning
deparuments of thetr designees:

(1) Deparement of Humas Services;

(2) Deparument of Health,

(3) Deparument of Consesner and Regulatoey Affairs;

(4) Deparument of Parks and Recreation:

(5) Office of the Sute Superintendent of Education:

(6) Office of Planning:

(7) Disanct Department of Transpoctation;

(%) Diatrict Departmont of the Enviroament;

(9) Department of General Services; and

(10) Office of the Deputy Mayor for Plasning and Economic Developenent,

(1) Ex officio members shall develop and implement policies and peograms in thels
agencies that are consistent with the Food Policy Council’s perposes. They shall meet with the
Food Policy Dérector and the Food Policy Council at least quanierly cach year to assist in
coordinating plans and policies that are beneficial 1o the local food economy md isspeoving food
access in the District. In addizion, ex officio members shall work with the Food Policy Director
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and the Food Palicy Council 10 examine existing regulations and policics that may be overly
burdensome a3 applied 1o the kecal food economy,

Sec. 5. Appoimtment and duties of Food Policy Director,

(a) The Mayor shall sppoint a Food Policy Directos (“Director™) within the Office of
Planning with the advice sad cosaent of the Council of the District of Columbs 10 promote
equitable and swstainable food policies across the Diestrict that increse food access and build a
ocal food economy.

(b) The Director shall;

(1) Collaborare with other jurisdictions 10 promote locally-grown and sustaisable
food peodaction practices;

(2) Seck outside grants, recognition, and pastnerships 10 facilitae positive food
policy in the Distnet;

(3) Provide assisiance 10 pasticipants in the focal food economy in secwring
necessary permiss and approvals and in navigating the regulatory peocess;

{4) Advocate for mew local food economy ventures 1o locate in the District;

(%) Devise straegies for the District to meet the food goals identified in the
Sustaimable DC Plan issued by the Mayor in 201 3; and

(6) Work with refevant agencies 10 reduce regulatory burdens oa the local food
ecomomy.

Sex. 6. Applicability.
(3) Sections 1, 2. 3 and 4 shall apply 2 of the effective date of this act

(5) Section $ shall apply upon the inclusion of its fiscal effect in an approved budget and
fimancial plan, as certified by the Chief Financial Officer to the Budget Director of the Comncil in
 certification published by the Council in the District of Columbia Register.

Sex. 7. Fiscal impoct statoment.

The Council adopts the fiscal impact stsiement i Be commiee report 35 the fiscal
impact statement roquired by section 602(¢)(3) of the Disarict of Codumbia Home Rule Act,
appeoved Docenmber 24, 1973 (87 Suat. 813, D.C, Official Code § 1-206,02(cX3)).

Sec. 8. Effective dae.

This act shall take cffect following approval by the Mayor (or in the event of veto by the
Mayor, action by the Council 1o override the veto), a 30-day period of congressional review as
provided an section 602(c X 1) of the District of Columbia Home Rule Act, approved December
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24, 1973 (37 Sw. 813; D.C. Official Code § 1-206.02(¢ X 1)), s publication in the District of
Columbia Reginer,

e

Council of the Disarict of Cobumbla

e LGN ED_
Mayor

District of Columbia
Noveaber 18, 2014
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