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“Every architectural form has arisen in construction and has successively become an art-form. It 
is therefore certain that new purposes must give birth to new methods of construction and by this 
reasoning also to new forms. The architect always has to develop the art-form, but only the 
structural calculation and the expense will therefore speak a language unsympathetic to man, 
while on the other hand, the architect’s mode of expression will remain unintelligible if in the 
creation of the art-form he does not start from construction. Well conceived construction not only 
is the prerequisite of every architectural work, but also, and this cannot be repeated often 
enough, provides the modern creative architect with a number of positive ideas for creating new 
forms . . . Without the knowledge and experience of construction, the concept ‘architect’ is 
unthinkable.” (Wagner) 
 
“Architecture is posited as a craft, that is to say, as the practical application of established 
knowledge through rules of the different levels of intervention. Thus, no notion of architecture as 
problem-solving, as innovation, or as invention ex novo, is present in showing the permanent, the 
evident, and the given character of knowledge in the making of architecture.” (de Sola Morales) 

 
“Without wishing to deny the volumetric character of architectural form, this study [Studies in 
Tectonic Culture] seeks to mediate and enrich the priority given to space by a reconsideration of 
the constructional and structural modes by which, of necessity, it has to be achieved. Needless to 
say, I am not alluding to the mere revelation of constructional technique but rather to its 
expressive potential. Inasmuch as the tectonic amounts to a poetics of construction it is art, but in 
this respect the artistic dimension is neither figurative nor abstract. It is my contention that 
unavoidably earthbound nature of building is as tectonic and tactile in character as it is 
scenographic and visual, although none of these attributes deny its spatiality. Nevertheless we 
may assert that the built is first and foremost a construction and only later an abstract discourse 
based on surface, volume, and plan . . . “ (Frampton) 
 
The First 3.5-Year Studio concentrates on the practice of architectural production, at the scale of 
both buildings and models. It emphasize basic principles, methods, and tools of material 
manipulation in order to introduce students to the importance of both precision and flexibility in a 
diverse sequence of multi-dimensional skill building exercises and design-based projects. These 
skill-building and design projects are supported by an introduction to modernist and late twentieth 
century theories concerning the relationships of building and construction to architectural design 
principles, issues, and values. 
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