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URP697 Master’s Project Preparation: Planning Priorities, Analysis, 
and Recommendations for Buffalo, New York (3 credits) 
 
Days/times:  Thursday 3:00 PM to 4:50 PM | 103 Diefendorf Hall 
 
Faculty:  Dr. Daniel B. Hess   
Telephone:  (716) 829-5326   
Email:   dbhess@buffalo.edu    
Office:   01L Hayes Annex B   
Faculty office hours: Thursdays 12:00 PM to 2:00 PM   
 
IMPORTANT NOTE 
 
The instructor reserves the right to announce modifications to this syllabus during the 
semester.  
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
The final exercise for the Master of Urban Planning asks you to demonstrate your capabilities 
as a planner by preparing a planning report of professional quality on a specific place.  The 
report tests your ability to:  

 integrate the concepts and skills you have learned over your MUP studies 
 apply these concepts and skills to a selected geographical area (neighborhood, city, 

urban area, rural area, or region) 
 work with the limited information and conflicting objectives often encountered in 

practice 
 develop proposals about what local officials, government agencies, private or 

nonprofit organizations, or citizen groups should do 
 substantiate your proposals with appropriate evidence and analysis 
 present your ideas in a clear, well organized document, and 
 accomplish this against a deadline 

 
Students will have met the learning outcomes of the course, the development and completion 
of a planning report, upon satisfactorily completing URP697.  
 
GEOGRAPHIC AREA  
 
The geographic focus in Fall 2014 for the Master’s Project will be the City of Niagara Falls, 
NY.  
 
ASSIGNMENT 
 
The leadership of the City of Niagara Falls (city planners, along with local elected officials and 
civic leaders) has sought your advice on priority goals and actions to improve the city and its 
neighborhoods in the coming years.  They seek suggestions about direction they should take, 
reforms or regulations they should adopt (or eliminate), investments they should make, or 
other actions.  In response, you should submit a planning report, in accordance with the 
guidelines below. 
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The report may be directed at the town as a whole or a part of the town (such as a 
neighborhood).  For example, if you are interested in environmental planning, you may focus 
on a stream catchment area stretching across a large section of the city.  Your project may 
also be focused on an interest group or population subgroup, such as the elderly, public 
transit users, small business owners, etc.  It may also focus on the city’s role in larger county-
wide or regional concerns.  Within these broad directions, you should pick a topic that falls 
under the following headings or combinations of headings: 

 Community development, including local organization development, housing 
strategies, service provision, healthy communities, and neighborhood development. 

 Economic development, including specific industry clusters, small business 
development, plant and job retention strategies, and tourism and recreation 
development. 

 Environmental planning, including alternative energy, energy conservation, 
ecosystems, waterways, and greenway development, pollution remediation, waste 
management, and hazard mitigation and response. 

 GIS and IT, including management of IT, governance with IT, and applications of IT 
to any of the topics on this list. 

 Governance or urban management, including local government and regulatory reform 
and city-county or city-town relations. 

 Land use and physical planning, including comprehensive planning, zoning 
regulations, parks & recreation, transportation planning, and problems of sprawl. 

 Urban design, including historic preservation and analysis of the built environment. 
 Other topics that meet the instructor’s approval. 

 
Under each topic, you may choose to be specific or general.  For example, under economic 
development, you may determine major economic development project priorities or 
specifically work on the potentials for redevelopment through small software firms.  Under 
environmental planning, you may determine major environmental priorities or specifically 
work on the potential of wind energy development.  Under historic preservation, you may 
assess major preservation priorities in general, or specifically the value and feasibility of 
remediation of one specific historic site.  However, beware that if you choose to be more 
general (to develop a planning framework or priorities), you could easily fall into being vague 
or just stating the obvious—your reviewers will be extra vigilant that you are using proper 
methods and approaches to make carefully derived recommendations.  
 
FEATURES OF A PLANNING REPORT  
 
Please note that the “planning report” required for this exercise should not be confused with 
a complete planning process. For example, you are highly unlikely to have the time for 
community participation in developing your report, though participation is often an 
important part of the planning process.  Rather, the document you prepare could serve as a 
“staff report” requested by a government official such as the mayor or chief planner; a study 
prepared for a nonprofit organization on citizens’ group; a report submitted to community 
participants for their deliberation; or a document presented to a legislative body analyzing a 
problem and giving options and alternatives.    
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What these documents have in common is that they provide reasons why some actions 
should be taken for the betterment of people and places.  (Some very general or 
comprehensive planning documents are meant to set a framework or determine priorities by 
which to make later decisions on what actions to take.  Other documents may say why an 
expected or proposed action should not be pursued.)  As a general rule, if it does not say what 
should be done, or does not create a framework for deciding what should be done, it is not a 
planning document. 
 
So, in writing, you must keep in mind that government officials, bureaucrats, private or 
nonprofit organizations, or citizen groups should be persuaded by your plan to act on it.  As a 
professional planner, you must emphasize rational persuasion, based on clear logic, 
appropriate analysis, and good evidence, though it is sometimes appropriate to also present 
visionary and utopian ideas that create excitement about better futures. The quality of your 
plan depends on how effectively you marshal evidence and present ideas on why proposed 
courses of action should be taken. 
 
Our faculty recognizes that most full-scale planning documents are produced by a staff, often 
in consultation with members of the public.  You should not even try to produce a full-scale 
comprehensive plan or other wide-ranging plan over the course of this exercise.  Rather, we 
suggest that you focus on specialized topics or specialized elements contributing to a general 
plan. 
 
REPORT FORMAT 
 
Your report should not exceed 3,500 words of main text with 11 or 12-point font, double 
spacing between paragraphs, and ample margins. If your plan is judged to be unnecessarily 
wordy or repetitive, or full of digressions, its evaluation will be adversely affected. Cover 
page, executive summary, table of contents, references, and—if essential—appendices, are not 
included in this word limit.   
 
Your plan should follow the following format: 

 Cover page: specific descriptive title required, with your name, affiliation (our 
department), MUP specialization, and date. Also state whether it is a Round 1 or 
Round 2 submission. 

 Executive summary (maximum one page, page not numbered) 
 Table of contents and list of figures (not paginated) 
 MAIN TEXT—starts as page 1 
 References or sources 
 Appendices (only if essential; do not exceed five pages) 

 
Sections of the plan must be separated with headings and subheadings in a consistent format.   
 
It is strongly recommended that you substantiate your points with tables, charts, maps, 
photographs, text boxes, or designs, as appropriate to you argument.  They must be 
enumerated (either all as figure 1, 2, 3… or separately as figures, tables, and maps) and must 
have titles or captions.  You must refer to each in text (such as “see table 5”), explaining why 
the figure, map, etc. supports the point you are making.  Make sure that the styles (borders, 
fonts, page layout, white space) are consistent. 
 



UB School of Architecture and Planning 
 

  Urban and Regional Planning 
 

//////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////// 
 

 
Hess | URP697 Fall 2014 
 
//////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////// 

4

You must cite all sources that are not common knowledge.  You do not need to reference 
information that obviously came from your having been to the place and observed it.  For 
information obtained from guest speakers, cite the speaker’s name, that he or she was a class 
guest, and the date of the talk.  If you are at all unsure of what constitutes plagiarism, be sure 
to consult many resources on the subject—your instructor can guide you.   
 
Since this is a professional report (not academic research), avoid the citation format that puts 
the author’s name in parentheses within your main text. Instead, use endnotes, shown in 
your main text as a superscript. References should appear in the page following your last 
page of main text. The references can adhere to any of the standard referencing formats, as 
long as you are consistent.    
 
Standard conservative report layout is acceptable.  However, you are welcome to experiment 
with innovative report layouts, including horizontal (landscape) layout, as long as you keep 
your presentation clear.   
 
Overall, remember that you are submitting a professional report, not a term paper.  Your 
choice of layout should demonstrate your ability to produce professional work.  However, you 
do not need to bother with color printing (as long as everything is clearly understandable in 
black and white) or expensive binding—no additional credit will be awarded for them. 
 
REPORT ORGANIZATION 
 
The quality of your report depends on how well you argue for the actions to be taken.  This 
argument should take place in less than 3500 words of main text, as described above. 
 
The main text can have varied forms of organization, though the following is common: 
 

1. Problem statement: Define the issue, problem, or opportunity, and its importance to 
the community you are studying. 

 
2. Background or existing conditions: Describe the setting, location, history or 

background the problem, as needed so that an educated non-expert can understand 
the problem. 

 
3. Information sources: May include:  

a. Numerical data, including survey results, censuses, economic data, budgets, 
opinion surveys, organizational data (such as numbers of personnel, numbers 
of clients), or other information 

b. Cost and revenue data 
c. Local, state, or federal tax data 
d. Geographic Information Systems data 
e. Non-quantitative inventories and databases 
f. Visual or cartographic information; findings from field observations 
g. Laws, recorded minutes of meetings, results of opinion polls and priority-

setting exercises, documented results of negotiations 
h. Existing studies, reports, and plans, and their findings; statements of experts, 

including the bases (such as investigations or research) of their views 
i. Historical documents 
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j. Statements of leaders, statements of citizens, statements in the media (to be 
used selectively and with caution)   

k. Precedents—what has been accomplished previously and what the results have 
been 

l. Information from federal, state, and local offices 
m. For any of the above: information may be presented on comparable 

conditions, data, or precedents in other communities, as long as the 
information pertains to your plan’s recommendations 

 
Make sure to cite your data sources in detail (so that users can find them if they want 
to).  Raw data and data glossaries should be placed in an appendix.  

 
4. Analysis or interpretation: Your report may (1) depend on one or a very few methods 

or techniques of analysis, or (2) integrate disparate forms of information and 
evidence, or take a comprehensive or futures-oriented standpoint.  The two 
approaches (analytical and interpretive) may also be combined in one plan. 
 

a. Analysis. When accurate and appropriate data (such as census, budget, or 
project cost data) are available for dealing with a specific problem, you should 
use them.  You should explain the methods and techniques that you use in 
your analysis, including why the methods are appropriate, important 
underlying assumptions and limitations of the techniques or data sources 
used.  For example, if you wish to analyze the effect of population change on 
housing demand, then you should use demographic analysis as your tool.  
However, if you want to examine the appropriateness of a historic 
preservation policy, you may have to integrate various disparate forms of 
information and evidence.  Methods should be explained in enough detail and 
language simple enough so that the reader obtains the basic understanding 
necessary to view the methodology as accurate and credible.  Explanations of 
complex techniques may be placed in the appendix.  Avoid using techniques 
that you have not used before. 
 

b. Interpretation. Many topics are not conducive to the analysis of a single body 
of data.  If so, your main text should interpret and integrate disparate pieces of 
partial or incomplete information.  For example, you may organize evidence 
from a combination of existing documents, newspaper articles, leaders’ 
statements, your observations of the place, and recent unemployment data. 
You may also present a comprehensive picture—such as a visual overview, 
quantitative model, citizen derived priority or need list, and assessment of 
global or technological trends affecting the locality, with a view to deriving 
priorities and action plans.  

 
5. Findings. They should clearly emerge from the analysis or interpretation described 

above.  State the limitations of the information and assumptions you made.  
 
6. Recommendations.   Note that recommendations should be supported by, or should 

clearly and logically emerge from, your findings. Your recommendations may call for 
a. One specific action (such as the implementation of a specified physical design 

or land use arrangement)  
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b. A series of alternative actions or a priority list of actions  
c. Actions dependent on various contingencies, such as available funding,  
d. Long term or short term actions or both 
e. Further study (but remember that many communities want you to be the 

planner, not to propose still another planner or researcher, unless it’s 
essential). 

f. Some combination of the above.    
 

Important note: make your recommendation practical in the local context: 
 Do not assume unrealistic amounts of funds.  Specify funding sources (or realistic 

future sources) if possible. 
 Do not assume unrealistic extents of private-sector development.   If you are 

calling for new retail, industrial or housing development, be sure you explain why 
it is realistic given local conditions.  

 
7. Implementation.  As appropriate, name the organizations that should carry out your 

recommendations, explain why they are the right ones for the task, specify sequences 
of activities or steps, identify potential funding opportunities, and give dates and 
deadlines for implementation. 

 
Note that the outline above is subject to variations and combinations.  You may choose to 
combine some headings under one or reorganize one heading under multiple subheadings.  
Effective planners adapt their logic to the problem and evidence at hand. 
 
Also note that you are often better off using ordinary-language terms of interest to citizens 
than formal planning lingo, as long as you do not compromise clarity and accuracy.  So 
instead of the heading “Problem Statement” you may put “Challenges for North Buffalo,” and 
instead of “Existing Conditions” you may write “Anatomy of a Historic Neighborhood.” 
 
CRITERIA FOR EVALUATION 
 
In general, the review committee is looking for reports of sufficient quality to be submitted 
for public discussion. The committee will consider the following criteria while judging the 
overall quality of your plan: 
 
1. Basic submission criteria:  Plans may be returned with a failing grade for: 

a. Poor grammar, excess typographical errors, sloppiness 
b. Not following required format 
c. Missing figures, text, or pages 
d. Unapproved or inappropriate topic 
e. Obvious errors 
 

2. Stylistic criteria (20%): Committee members may give different subjective weight to 
elements below.  Score of up to 20 points based on: 

a. Clarity of writing 
b. Clarity of organization 
c. Clarity and attractiveness of format 
d. Appropriate use of figures, maps, tables, etc. 
e. Appropriate citation formats and referencing 
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3. Substantive criteria (80%): 

a. Clear definition of problem (10%) 
b. Effective presentation of background or existing conditions (10%) 
c. Appropriate selection of information; limitations of information are explained 

(10%) 
d. Appropriate analysis or interpretation; the degree to which findings flow logically 

from analysis or interpretation (40%) 
e. Appropriate recommendations and implementation (10%) 

 
Note: A project that is too long, wordy, or digressive can lose points both on stylistic and 
substantive criteria. 
 
Deadlines, Schedules, and Procedures for Evaluation 
 
Proposal  
 
Students are required to submit an MUP project proposal to the instructors via UBlearns no 
later than 5:00 PM on 25 September, 2014. A proposal form is available on the course 
UBlearns site. The proposal should be submitted in hardcopy to the course instructor. E-mail 
submissions are not accepted. You may submit the assignment early if there is a conflict. 
 
You must consult with your specialization coordinator (including the interdisciplinary 
specialization) to ensure that your topic is acceptable under that specialization. Specialization 
directors, not the course instructor, will make a judgment about the suitability of final project 
topics meeting expectations for the specialization. Students should seek approval by meeting 
in-person with specialization directors at two points in time: at the proposal stage and upon 
project completion. Be sure to get approval again if you make significant changes to your 
project. 
 
First Round 
 
Submit an electronic copy of your report (as a single pdf document) to the course UBlearns 
site and a hardcopy (to the urban planning department secretary) no later than 12:00 
NOON on 10 November 2014. You will submit your assignment via SafeAssign, which 
checks student work for originality. E-mail submissions are not accepted. Lateness is only 
excused with an appropriate explanation from a medical practitioner or with a police report 
(as for a car accident). Note that you are not allowed to skip the first round in order to submit 
only for the second round.  Failure to submit your report by deadlines will result in a failing 
grade for the course. Each plan is read by the course instructor who provides comments and 
assigns a grade.  
 
Results from the first round will be announced about ten days after the due date.  With the 
rare exception of those who have passing grade, students must then revise their reports for 
submission to a second round of review. 
 
Second Round 
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Submit an electronic copy of your report (as a single pdf document) to the course UBlearns 
site no later than 12:00 NOON on Friday 05 December 2014. You will submit your 
assignment via SafeAssign, which checks student work for originality. Also submit three 
bound hardcopies (for departmental archives) to the department secretary by the same date 
and time. Students must produce a memorandum, addressed to the course instructor, which 
explains revisions made in response to reviewer comments. It is expected that students 
provide a detailed response to each and every actionable reviewer comment. 
 
IMPORTANT GUIDELINES 
Be sure to adhere to the following required guidelines while you are preparing your plan: 
 

1. Open consultation period:  Monday, August 25, 2014 to Friday, September 
26, 2014.  During this period you can consult with any faculty member, to ask them 
for comments and suggestions on your project definition.   Before approaching them, 
prepare a one-page description of your proposed line of investigation, methods you 
will use, and possible sources of data.  Present this to faculty members for comments 
and suggestions. 
 

2. Regular consultation during the semester:  Once you have defined your topic, you can 
consult only with the class instructor and the specialization adviser.   
 

3. Remember: your specialization director must approve your topic! Secure the 
specialization director’s approval. MUP students must complete a “specialization 
paper” to earn the MUP degree. You are strongly encouraged to meet this 
requirement through your URP697 final project paper. However, you may choose to 
meet the specialization paper requirement through a specialization exercise.  

 
4. What faculty members will say:  They will help you select a reasonable topic, define 

your problem, pick appropriate methods, and give other general advice, but will not 
read manuscripts. The specialization director adviser will tell you whether your topic 
fits your specialization.  

 
5. The instructor may request the department chair to appoint a faculty member other 

than the course instructor to evaluate round 1 or round 2 submissions.  
 

6. The instructor may assign any student to seek advising from a particular faculty 
member or members. 
 

7. Ensuring that the project is your own.  Your plan must be the result of your own 
independent effort.  If the faculty concludes that the contents of the submitted plan 
have been copied from another student’s plan, both plans will fail. However, you are 
welcome to discuss your project with other students and to learn from each other.  If 
you and another student are relying on the same raw data, and are concerned that 
you may cross the line of acceptability, please consult your instructor.   

 
8. Consulting with outsiders:  You may ask outsiders for advice, but remember that 

outside professionals may not understand our expectations.  You are not allowed to 
submit your manuscript for feedback or editorial comments. 

 



UB School of Architecture and Planning 
 

  Urban and Regional Planning 
 

//////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////// 
 

 
Hess | URP697 Fall 2014 
 
//////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////// 

9

9. Contacting people in the client community:  You may contact officials in the client 
community for information only if you are certain that it is not available from 
secondary or other published sources.  Where you and other students want to request 
the same information from municipal officials, please choose one of you to make the 
request and then share the information.  In contacting officials, please be respectful 
of their time and scheduling constraints.  If the instructor has given a main contact 
person, go first through that contact person. Make appointments early in the 
semester.  

 
10. Special note on research on human subjects.   If your project can be viewed as being 

research on human subjects, you must request permission for the research from the 
Institutional Review Board (IRB)—for more information, see 
http://www.research.buffalo.edu/rsp/.  If you anticipate that IRB review will be 
necessary it is essential to submit your request as soon as possible in the semester.  
Non-systematic interviews with public officials about the content of their official 
duties are not considered human subjects research. 

 
11. Academic integrity: Our department is extremely concerned about maintaining high 

standards of academic and professional integrity.  In particular we are sensitive to 
possibilities of plagiarism.  Failures to uphold these high standards will be dealt with 
severely and in accordance with university procedures. 

 
COURSE SCHEDULE (subject to revision) 
Aug. 28  Course introduction [as scheduled] 
Sep. 4, 11, 18 Guest officials, discussion of your topics, information sources, and  

report organization  
Sep. 25  Project proposal due 
Oct. 2, 9, 16 Tracking your progress: individual appointments with instructors 
Oct. 23  Quoting, paraphrasing, citation formats 
Oct. 30  No Class; faculty attends Association of Collegiate Schools of Planning  

meeting 
Nov. 6  Tracking your progress: individual appointments with instructors 
Nov. 10 Round 1 submission due 
Nov. 13 No Class: Round 1 review in progress 
Nov. 20 Advising on Round 1 comments: individual appointments with  

instructors 
Nov. 27 No Class: UB Fall recess 
Dec. 4  Final class meeting 
Dec. 5  Round 2 submission due 

COURSE METHOD 
 
Prerequisites:  This is a required course in the master’s degree curriculum in the Department of 
Urban and Regional Planning. Students should be enrolled in URP697 during their last semester 
in the MUP program, and concurrent enrollment in URP697 and URP580 is not permitted.  
 
Field Trips/Site Visits:  Field trips and site visits are a required part of the course.  These 
excursions offer the opportunity to examine first-hand the relationship between the theories 
discussed in class and their actual applications upon the landscape.  Students are encouraged 
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to draw upon the material presented in lectures, discussions, and site visits to develop more 
detailed and critical models of urban analysis.   
 
COURSE POLICIES 
 
Evaluation Policy:  The required components of the course contribute to the course grade as 
follows: 
 
Attendance and participation      10 % 
Project proposal       10 % 
Round 1 submission       40 % 
Round 2 submission                   40 % 
Total                    100 % 
 
Course grades are assigned according to the following distribution: 
 

94 – 100 A 84 – 87 B  74 – 77  C 
90 – 93 A – 80 – 83 B –  70 – 73 D 
87 – 89 B+ 77 – 79  C +  0 – 69  F 

 
A grade of “Incomplete” will not, as a rule, be assigned at the end of the semester, as outlined in 
the UB Graduate School policy: http://grad.buffalo.edu/Academics/Policies-
Procedures/Grading-Procedures.html.   
 
Syllabus:  This syllabus is subject to change during the semester. Any changes to the course 
assignments, due dates, and/or grading scheme as indicated in this syllabus will be discussed in 
class prior to being implemented. 
 
Communication:  I welcome students to visit me during office hours to discuss specific 
questions about the course or to chat more generally about ideas relating to the course or 
general studies at UB. 
 
It is the responsibility of each student to ensure that the instructor has his/her current 
University at Buffalo e-mail address and that they check frequently for messages.  Matters 
such as the content of assignments, scheduling, and the conceptual context of course 
materials are often discussed at the beginning of class and are not repeated.  Students who 
are late to class or absent are responsible for getting notes and announcements from fellow 
class members.  Students are also responsible for signing attendance sheets during class 
meetings. 
 
Academic Integrity:  Academic integrity is a fundamental university value. Through the 
honest completion of academic work, students sustain the integrity of the university while 
facilitating the university’s imperative for the transmission of knowledge and culture based 
upon the generation of new and innovative ideas. When an instance of suspected or alleged 
academic dishonesty by a student arises, it shall be resolved according to the following 
procedures. These procedures assume that many questions of academic dishonesty will be 
resolved through consultation between the student and the instructor (a process known as 
consultative resolution, as explained below). Academic dishonesty includes, but is not limited 
to, the following: 
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 Previously submitted work. Submitting academically required material that has been 
previously submitted—in whole or in substantial part—in another course, without 
prior and expressed consent of the instructor.  

 Plagiarism. Copying or receiving material from any source and submitting that 
material as one’s own, without acknowledging and citing the particular debts to the 
source (quotations, paraphrases, basic ideas), or in any other manner representing 
the work of another as one’s own. 

 Cheating. Soliciting and/or receiving information from, or providing information to, 
another student or any other unauthorized source (including electronic sources such 
as cellular phones and PDAs), with the intent to deceive while completing an 
examination or individual assignment.  

 Falsification of academic materials. Fabricating laboratory materials, notes, reports, 
or any forms of computer data; forging an instructor’s name or initials; resubmitting 
an examination or assignment for reevaluation which has been altered without the 
instructor’s authorization; or submitting a report, paper, materials, computer data, or 
examination (or any considerable part thereof) prepared by any person other than the 
student responsible for the assignment. 

 Misrepresentation of documents. Forgery, alteration, or misuse of any University or 
Official document, record, or instrument of identification. 

 Confidential academic materials. Procurement, distribution or acceptance of 
examinations or laboratory results without prior and expressed consent of the 
instructor. 

 Selling academic assignments. No person shall sell or offer for sale to any person 
enrolled at the University at Buffalo any academic assignment, or any inappropriate 
assistance in the preparation, research, or writing of any assignment, which the seller 
knows, or has reason to believe, is intended for submission in fulfillment of any 
course or academic program requirement. 

 Purchasing academic assignments. No person shall purchase an academic 
assignment intended for submission in fulfillment of any course or academic program 
requirement. 

 
Behavioral Expectations in the Classroom:  To prevent and respond to distracting behavior, 
faculty should clarify standards for the conduct of class, either in the syllabus, or by 
referencing the expectations cited in the Student Conduct Regulations. Classroom “etiquette” 
expectations should include: 

 Attending classes and paying attention. Students should not ask an instructor in class 
to go over material they missed by skipping a class or not concentrating. 

 Not coming to class late or leaving early. If a student has to enter a class late, he or she 
should do so quietly and should not disrupt the class by walking between the class and 
the instructor. Students should not leave class unless it is an absolute necessity. 

 Not talking with other classmates while the instructor or another student is speaking. 
If a student has a question or comment, he or she should raise a hand, rather than 
starting a conversation about it with a neighbor. 

 Showing respect and concern for others by not monopolizing class discussion. 
Students must allow others time to give their input and ask questions. Students 
should not stray from the topic of class discussion. 

 Not eating and drinking during class time. 
 Turning off electronic devices including cell phones, pagers, and beeper watches. 
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 Avoiding audible and visible signs of restlessness. These are both rude and disruptive 
to the rest of the class. 

 Focusing on class material during class time. Sleeping, talking to others, doing work 
for another class, reading the newspaper, checking e-mail, and exploring the Internet 
are unacceptable and can be disruptive. 

 Not packing bookbags or backpacks to leave until the instructor has dismissed class. 
 

Student Responsibility Statement:  The university is committed to the ideal of flexibility and 
diversity in the educational experience. Certain regulatory procedures are necessary, 
however, to ensure that the complex needs of a large student body in search of diverse 
educational goals are met efficiently and smoothly. Students are advised to familiarize 
themselves with the following details in order to avoid any difficulties along their chosen path 
to the baccalaureate degree. By accepting responsibility for their education, students enhance 
the development of their academic, social, and career goals. As a condition of enrollment, 
students are responsible for reviewing, understanding, and abiding by the university’s 
regulations, procedures, requirements, and deadlines as described in official publications, 
including the university’s undergraduate catalog, UB Web sites, and official university e-mail 
communications. In addition, all students are required to positively affirm their knowledge 
of, and adherence to, UB’s Student Conduct Rules, University Standards and Administrative 
Regulations prior to their inaugural semester at UB. Asserting a lack of knowledge of 
university regulations will not be accepted as a basis for an exception to these regulations. 
 
Accessibility:  Students with disabilities sometimes require accommodations to ensure their 
ability to participate fully in a class. A student requesting such accommodation at any time 
during the term should visit UB’s Office of Accessibility Resources 
(http://www.buffalo.edu/accessibility/) where an assessment can be completed and 
appropriate accommodations may be determined. The office will provide you with 
information and review appropriate arrangements for reasonable accommodations. You 
should notify the course instructor of accommodations needed. 
 
Equity and Diversity:  Students should be familiar with the following UB policy: “The 
University at Buffalo is committed to fostering a positive environment for learning, and to 
ensuring the safety, rights, and dignity of every member of the University community. It is 
the policy of the University at Buffalo to prohibit invidious categorical discrimination based 
on such characteristics as race, gender, sexual orientation, age national origin, religion, or 
disability in all matters affecting employment or educational opportunities within the 
University itself. It is the firm belief of the Council, the faculty, and the administration that 
judgments about persons within the University should be based on their individual merits, 
accomplishments, aptitudes, and behavior, and that invidious categorical discrimination is 
wholly inappropriate to the University's mission and values." The University at Buffalo is 
home to students from over 100 countries, representing a diversity of gender, race, ethnicity, 
age, religion, sexual orientation, values and perspectives. Together we comprise the 
University at Buffalo community. The University at Buffalo's greatest asset is the diversity of 
the student body. Please be mindful of your comments and actions, both inside and outside 
the classroom.  Sometimes, comments and behaviors that seem benign or familiar can be 
hurtful, uncomfortable, offensive, or inappropriate.  It is particularly important as 
professional planners that we are open and receptive to a world shaped by the individual 
spirit and not a world shaped by stereotype, prejudice, and ignorance. More information is 
available at: http://www.student-affairs.buffalo.edu/public-safety/statement.shtml.  
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UB Smoke-Free Policy:  Thank you for supporting a smoke-free campus environment at the 
University at Buffalo. For more information, visit this link: 
http://wellnessed.buffalo.edu/tobacco.   
 
Environmental Impact:  Some materials for this course will be distributed electronically to 
conserve paper, and other materials will be printed double-side and distributed. Students are 
encouraged to use FSC-certified materials and materials with greater than 35% post-
consumer recycled content, and to avoid using high VOC adhesives and toxic printing 
processes.  For additional information, visit: www.fsc.org. 
 
REFERENCES 
 
These may be helpful for conducting research, writing, and plan making. 
 
Booth, Wayne C., Gregory G. Colomb, Joseph M. Williams.  1995.  Chapter 7 in The Craft of 

Research.  Chicago, IL: University of Chicago Press.   
Dandekar, Hemlata (ed.).  2003.  Planners’ Use of Information.  Chicago, Illinois: Planners 

Press, American Planning Association. 
Jones, Bernie.  1990.  Neighborhood Planning: A Guide for Citizens and Planners.  Chicago, 

Illinois: Planners Press, American Planning Association 
Klosterman, Richard.  1990.  Community Planning Analysis and Planning Techniques.  

Rowman and Littlefield Inc: Savage, Maryland 
McLean, Mary and Kenneth Voytek. 1992.  Understanding Your Economy: Using Analysis to 

Guide Local Strategic Planning.  Washington DC: Planners Press.  
Myers, Dowell. 1992.  Analysis with Local Census Data: Portraits of Change.  San Diego: 

Academic Press. 
Tufte, Edward.  2001. The Visual Display of Quantitative Information. 2nd ed. Cheshire, 

Conn.: Graphics Press. 
 
These Buffalo and Western New York sources may be helpful in establishing local context: 
 
Erie-Niagara Framework for Regional Growth.  http://www2.erie.gov/regionalframework/  
City of Buffalo Comprehensive Plan. 

http://www.ci.buffalo.ny.us/files/1_2_1/Mayor/COB_Comprehensive_Plan/index.html  
Queen City Hub Plan. http://urbandesignproject.ap.buffalo.edu/projects/hub/index.htm   
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here: http://www.usaniagara.com/projects_display.asp?id=11.  



UB School of Architecture and Planning 
 

  Urban and Regional Planning 
 

//////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////// 
 

 
Hess | URP697 Fall 2014 
 
//////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////// 

14 

Dubinsky, K. 1999. The second greatest disappointment: Honeymooning and tourism at 
Niagara Falls. New Brunswick, N.J.: Rutgers University Press. 

edr Companies. 2011. Regional Economic Growth through Ecological Restoration of the 
Niagara Gorge Rim. Prepared for: Wild ones: Native Plants, Natural Landscapes. 
Niagara Falls, NY. 

Getz, D. 1993. Planning for tourism business districts. Annals of Tourism Research, 20(3), 
583-600. 

Gibbs, L. M. 1998. Love Canal: The story continues... Gabriola Island, B.C. ; Stony Creek, CT: 
New Society Publishers. 

Gibbs, L. M., & Levine, M. 1982. Love Canal: My story. New York: Grove Press. 
Greenhill, R. S. N., Buscaglia-Castellani Art Gallery., National Museum of American History 

(U.S.), & Rodman Hall Arts Centre. 1984. Spanning Niagara: The international 
bridges, 1848-1962. [Niagara University, N.Y.] : Seattle: Niagara University. 

Levine, A. 1982. Love Canal: Science, politics, and people. Lexington, Mass.: Lexington 
Books. 

New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation. 2012. Niagara Falls 
State Park: Landscape Improvements Plan. Niagara Falls, NY. 

NYSOPRHP. 2012. Public Open House for Draft Design Report. Robert Moses Parkway, 
South Segment. Niagara Falls, NY. 

Robert Moses Parkway North and South Reconfiguration (by USA Niagara) available 
here: http://www.usaniagara.com/projects_display.asp?id=15.  

Shibley, R. G., & Hovey, B. 2001. Rethinking the Niagara Frontier: A report on the 
continuing bi-national forum. [Buffalo, N.Y.]: Urban Design Project, School of 
Architecture and Planning, University at Buffalo, State University of New York. 

Shibley, R. G., Clancy, W. D., Urban Design Group, State University of New York at Buffalo. 
Urban Design Project., & Niagara Falls (N.Y.). 1993. Niagara Falls, New York, East 
Falls Street theatre district: Planning and urban design strategies for East Falls 
Street. Buffalo, N.Y.: Urban Design Project, State University of New York at Buffalo. 

Strand, G. G. 2008. Inventing Niagara: Beauty, power, and lies. New York: Simon & 
Schuster. 

UB Department of Urban and Regional Planning. 2006. Niagara Falls International 
Airport: A Bi-National Air Cargo Gateway. (Prepared for the NFTA). Graduate MUP 
and JD Studio Report. Buffalo, New York: UB Department of Urban and Regional 
Planning. 

UB Urban Design Project. 2006. Niagara National Heritage Area Study Report. Study 
Report for public comment. 

USA Niagara Development Corporation: City of Niagara Falls, New York. No date. Buffalo 
Avenue Heritage District: Building and Façade Improvement Program, Micro-
Grant Guidelines and Application. Niagara Falls, NY. 


