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Main Street Re-imagined: 
A Master Plan for the North End, Niagara Falls, NY 

 

 
 
 
 

 
Niagara Falls, NY, known as a honeymoon capital of the world, 
is visited by xxxx tourists each year to see the falls and other 
natural wonders, has been facing with problems over decades.  
Some of these are shared with other cities along the 
northeastern industrial belt and in the upstate New York.  
Among chief issues include: decline of the city population, the 
gaps between tourists' areas and the rest of the city, an 
inability to keep, attract the younger generations to live in the 
city, to just mention but a few.  On the other hand situated at 
the rim on the one of natural wonders, Niagara Falls has big 
opportunities to preserve, redevelop and regenerate its history, 
culture, economy, urban fabric and city identity-pride for its 
residents.  The city has huge potential to create world-class 
public spaces and a series of equally attractive connected 
public paths using its geographic, topographic and other 
ecological features unmatched by many other cities. 

 
The students of the Spring 14 Urban Design Studio will be 
charged to solve some of the very complex problems that have 
faced the city for decades.  The goal of the studio is to develop 
a master plan for the city's north-western edge along the 
Niagara Gorge.  Anchored by the Rainbow Bridge to south and 
the Whirlpool Rapids Bridge as the northern terminus, there 
are four focused areas to be considered in the master plan: 
Cultural District; Whirlpool Rapids Bridge area; Connecting 
Loop; and Neighborhood Master Plan. 
 
The studio will work with a focused advisory group serving as 
studio’s major stakeholder.  It is represented by the city, state, 
community and business organizations.  During the semester, 
students will participate in a charrette whose outcome will 
become a key documentation for a CNU’s city-wide community 
workshop planned be held in June. 
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