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URP 538 Economic Concepts for Planners  

 

Spring 2014, Credits 3 

 
01/06/2014 (a draft) 

 

Instructor   Dr. JiYoung Park 

Office Hours  Tuesdays 1:00 - 3:00 PM or by appointment (preferred) 

E Mail   jp292@buffalo.edu  

Office    05L Hayes Annex C 

Telephone   829-5331 

 

Teaching Assistant Samuel Wells 

Office hours   Mondays 11:00 – 1:00 PM or by appointment 

E-Mail   swells2@buffalo.edu  

Meeting Location TBD 

 

Lectures  URP 538  

Tuesdays and Thursdays 11:30 am – 12:50 pm 

Crosby 301 

 

Texts:  

 

1. Arthur O’Sullivan (2009), Urban Economics. McGraw-Hill, 7
th
 ed. (Required) 

 

 

Note that several book chapters will be available at the “Course Reserve”. 

 

 

COURSE OUTLINE:  

 

This course examines how economic concepts can help planners understand the function of cities and 

regions. Because cities are the crux of industrialization and civilization and are also based in wider 

geographical regions, understanding the nature of the relationship between cities and regions is critical for 

planners.   Planners are faced with the challenge of identifying problems and predicting patterns within 

cities and regions so they can make policy recommendations to decision makers.  This cannot be done 

without the use of quantitative and systematic economic tools. This course will also attempt to 

INTRODUCE various economic tools for analyzing urban problems WITH EXAMPLES. 

 

Different from the traditional economics fields, the economic topics covered in this class use 

geographical distance as an important economic variable. This class will especially deal with important 

urban policy issues such as housing, transportation, poverty, growth management, fiscal constraints, 

economic development, and urban disasters with a brief overview of general concepts necessary to 

understand these policy issues. Understanding basic microeconomic principles would be helpful to better 

understand the proposed topics, but this class only teaches basic concepts of the principles and examples. 

To learn advanced urban economics, students need to learn the approaches proposed by leading urban and 

regional economists in Economics, Geography or Engineering Departments or by taking PD599, 

Independent Study with me.  

 

 

APPROACH:   

mailto:jp292@buffalo.edu
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The lectures will draw both on the texts and on other materials outside the texts. Note that Urban 

Economics provides one of the best overall surveys of urban economic issues, but some topics to be 

covered in class (especially about regional economics and urban disasters) are not to be found in the text. 

Some additional findings of recent literature and data will be presented in class.  Further readings beyond 

the texts are suggested in each class scheduled, however it is highly recommended to self-study by 

reading more books and articles in the references of the textbook or articles in the syllabus.   

 

All the lecture notes will be posted on UBlearns and S-drive, which reduces the need to take notes in 

class although students are expected to read the assigned material before each lecture/lab. Students are 

expected to attend, and be engaged participants in all sessions. Absence from a lecture will limit your 

understanding of the course material, and will result in a lower final grade for the course. Attendance 

checks will be taken every class. Poor attendance (three or more) will result in automatic failure. 

 

 

Course Grading   

A  95% or more 

A- 90 – 95 % 

B+  85 – 90% 

B 80 – 85% 

B- 75 – 80% 

C+ 70 – 75% 

C 60 – 70% 

D 50 – 60% 

F less than 50 percent 

 

 

Grade Components 
 

Homeworks  25% 

--Usually, homework will be released on Friday 

 

*All home works should be submitted via S-drive or UBlearns. 

 

Mini-Exam I 13% 

Team Discussion I   7% 

Mini-Exam II 13% 

Team Discussion II   7% 

Mini Take Home Report  25% 

 

Attendance               10%  

--Usually, three or more absences will result in Failing this course. 

 

 

Communication with instructors 
A great deal of learning happens outside the classroom.  I strongly encourage you to visit the instructors 

during office hours to discuss the course material.  In addition, there is a discussion board available on the 

UB Learns website on which you can post any course-related questions, comments, or information.  

Before posting a question or comment on the discussion board, please observe two rules: 

1) Do not use language that is disrespectful.  An offensive post will be removed from the discussion 

board, and the author will not be allowed to use the discussion board for the remainder of the 

semester.  There will be no exception to this rule.  

2) Indicate the key purpose of the post in the subject line. For example:  “question about urban 

growth” or “strange urban growth phenomenon in New York times; article attached.” 
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Please note that the instructors will use UB Learns (including its e-mail service) as the primary means of 

communication with students.  It is your responsibility to check your e-mail and the UB Learns site for 

course announcements and updates.  In general, the UB Learns website will be updated on Monday 

mornings. 

 

Important notices  

If you have a physical, learning, or psychological disability that makes it difficult for you to carry out the 

coursework as outlined and requires accommodations, such as recruiting note-takers, readers, or extended 

time on assignments and exams, please contact the Office of Disability Services within the first two 

weeks of the semester.  The Office of Disability Services (ODS) is located in 25 Capen Hall and may be 

reached at 645-2608.  ODS will provide you with information and review appropriate arrangements for 

reasonable accommodation. 

 

Students are expected to uphold UB’s policies on academic integrity. According to UB guidelines 

"plagiarism includes, but is not limited to, the use, by paraphrase or direct quotation, of the published or 

unpublished work of another person without full and clear acknowledgment. It also includes the 

unacknowledged use of materials prepared by another person or agency engaged in the selling of term 

papers or other academic materials” (Office of Judicial Affairs & Student Advocacy: Article 1: 

Definitions, No.15).  Failure to demonstrate academic integrity (through plagiarism or cheating of 

any kind) will result in a failing grade of ‘F’ for the entire course.  Also, refer to the following UB 

guidelines on academic integrity as shown in Appendix 1.  

 

 

 

WEEKLY SCHEDULE  

 
 

1
st
 Week 

(01/28, 01/30) Course Introduction; and  

 Overview of Urban Economics I (Ch. 1, Appendix of O’Sullivan) 
 

 Course Overview, Team composition 

 

 HW1 (Due Feb. 06) 

 

 

2
nd

 Week   

(02/04, 02/06) Overview of Urban Economics II (Ch. 1, Appendix of O’Sullivan) 

      

 What is urban economics?  

     Major issues of urban economics 

     Basic concepts of microeconomics applied in the urban economics 

  

 HW2 (Due Feb. 13) 

  

 

3
rd

 Week   

(02/11, 02/13) Topic- I Cities (Ch. 2)/ TA session for Exam I 

      

     What is city?  Why do cities exist?  

 

 HW3 (Due Feb. 27) 
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4
th

 Week  EXAM I and DISCUSSION 

(02/18, 02/20) Mini exam 1 (Take home exam) –2/16/14 1:00pm – 02/19/14 1:00pm 

(schedule to be discussed) 

 

 Conditions (must follow): Maximum 3 pages, 11 font size and single space 

 

 Presentation (A ppt-file should be prepared) and Discussion of Mini-exam I 

 

  

5
th

 Week Topic-II Urban Growth (Chs. 4 and 5) 

(02/25, 02/27)      

 Agglomeration economies versus diseconomies in production and consumption 

     System of Cities 

     Why some cities grow faster than others? 

     What factors affect urban and regional economic growth? 

 

 Additional Readings 

Kim, S., 1998, Economic Integration and Convergence: U.S. Regions, 1840-

1987, Journal of Economic History, 659-83  

  

 HW4 (Due Mar. 6) 

 

 

6
th

 Week  Topic-II continued: Urban Growth (Chs. 4 and 5)  

(03/04, 03/06) Topic-III: Urban Land Rent (Ch. 6) 

 Additional Readings 

-Sivitanidou, Rens and P. Sivitandes, 1995,  “Industrial Rent Differentials: 

the case of Greater Los Angeles.” Environment and Planning  A 27, 

PP.1133-46. 

-Giuliano G, P Gordon, Q Pan, and JY Park, 2010, Accessibility and 

residential land values: Some tests with new measures, Urban Studies, 47(14): 

3103–3130.  

 

 HW5 (Due Mar. 27) 

 

7
th

 Week    

(03/11, 03/13) Topic-III continued (or Movie) and Exam II                          

Mini exam 2 (Take home exam) –3/13/14 11:00am –3/16/14 11:00am 

(schedule to be discussed) 

  

 Conditions (must follow): Maximum 3 pages, 11 font size and single space 

 

 

8
th

 Week   

(03/18, 03/20)  No class / Spring recess 

 

  

9
th

 Week   

(03/25, 03/27) Exam II discussion (A presentation ppt-file should be prepared); and 

 Topic-IV Suburbanization (Ch.7)  

 

 Additional Readings 
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-The Environmental Impact of Suburbanization. Matthew E. Kahn. Journal 

of Policy Analysis and Management, Vol. 19, No. 4. (Autumn, 2000), pp. 

569-586. 

-Cutler, David M., and Edward L. Gleaser. “Are Ghettos Good or Bad?”   

Quartely Journal of Economics (1997), pp. 827-72. 

 

 

 

 HW6 (Due Apr. 03)  

 

 

10
th

 Week  

(04/01, 04/03) Topic-IV continued (Movie); and  

 Infrastructure Development and Small Town Sustainability (presentation)  

  

 HW7 (Due Apr. 10) 

 

   

   

11
th

 Week  

(04/08, 04/10)                Topic-V Zoning and Growth Controls (Ch.9) 

   

 Additional Readings  

-Gordon P, Richardson HW (1997) Are compact cities a desirable planning 

goal? Journal of the American Planning Association 63: 95–106 

-Fischel, W., 2004, An Economic History of Zoning and a Cure for its 

Exclusionary Effects, 41:317-340  

- Hesley, Robert W., and William C. Strange. “Strategic growth Controls.” 

Regional Science and Urban Economics 25 (1995), pp435-60. 

 

 

 HW8 (Due Apr. 17) 

 

12
th

 Week   

(04/15, 04/17) Topic-VI Autos and Mass Transit (Chs. 10 and 11) 

  

 Additional Reading 

-Small, K.A., 1997, Urban Economics and Urban Transportation Policy in 

the United States, Regional Science and Urban Economics 27: 671-691 

-Small, K.A. and C. Kazimi, 1995, On the Cost of Air Pollution from Motor 

Vehicles, Journal of Transport Economics and Policy, 29: 7-32 

-Keeler, Theodore E., L. Merewitz, P. Fisher and K. Small. The Full Costs of 

Urban Transport. Monograph 21, part3. Institute of Urban and Regional 

Development. Berkeley: University of California. 1975. 

 

 

13
th

 Week  Topic-VII Housing (Chs. 13 and 14)  

(04/22, 04/24)  

  

 Additional Readings 

-Quigley, J. and Raphael, S., 2004, Is Housing Affordable? Why Isn’t It 

More Affordable?,  Journal of Economic Perspectives, 18:191-214 

-White, M., 1986, Property Taxes and Urban Housing Abandonment, Journal 

of Urban Economics, 20:312-330 
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 HW9 (Due May 01) 

 

14
th

 Week  Topic-VII continued; and 

(04/29, 05/01) Topic-VIII Disasters and Urban Economics 

 

 Readings 

1. JiYoung Park (2008), “The Economic Impacts of Dirty Bomb Attacks on 

the Los Angeles and Long Beach Ports: Applying the Supply-Driven 

NIEMO (National Interstate Economic Model),” Journal of Homeland 

Security and Emergency Management: 5 (1), Article 21. Available at: 

http://www.bepress.com/jhsem/vol5/iss1/21 

2. Park, JY, J E Moore II, and H W Richardson, 2012, “The Gulf Oil Spill 

and Economic Impacts:  Extending the National Interstate Economic Model 

(NIEMO) to Account for Induced Impacts,” Journal of Homeland Security 

and Emergency Management (forthcoming). 

3. Peter Gordon, James E. Moore, II, JiYoung Park, and Harry W. 

Richardson (2007) “The Economic Impacts of a Terrorist Attack on the U.S. 

Commercial Aviation System,” Risk Analysis: An International Journal, 27 

(3): 505-512. 

4. Park, JY, J Cho, Gordon, P, J E Moore II, H W Richardson, S Yoon, 2011, 

“Adding a Freight Network to a National Interstate Input-Output Model: a 

TransNIEMO Application for California,” Journal of Transport Geography 

19 (6): 1410-1422. 

5. Park, JY, P Gordon, E Jun, J E Moore II, and HW Richardson, 2009, 

“Identifying the Regional Economic Impacts of 9/11,” Peace Economics, 

Peace Science and Public Policy 15 (2) Article 6 

6. Park, JY, Gordon, P, J E Moore II, and HW Richardson, 2008, “The State-

by-State Economic Impacts of the 2002 Shutdown of the Los Angeles-Long 

Beach Ports,” Growth and Change, 39 (4): 548-577 

7. Park, JY, J Cho, and A Rose, 2011, “Modeling a Major Source of 

Economic Resilience to Disasters:  Recapturing Lost Production,” Natural 

Hazards, 58 (1): 163-182. 

  

 Each reading will be allocated to groups and discussed in class. Note each 

article can be downloaded from each journal. 

 

15
th

 Week   

(05/06, 05/08) Mini Take home report – 5/05/14 1:00pm - 5/08/14 1:00pm 

 

 Conditions (must follow): Maximum 10 pages, 11 font size and single space 

 

 

 

The above books are available at UB Medical bookstore.  I may assign additional readings during the 

course of the semester.  These readings (as well as required data, problem sets, and assignments) will be 

available in the course folder located on the shared drive and on the UB Learns web site.   

 

 

Appendix 1. Academic Integrity 

 
The following policy has been provided by the Dean of the Graduate School and the Dean of 

Undergraduate Education: 
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Academic Integrity  

Preamble 

 

Students are reminded of University Policy regarding Academic Integrity, as stated in the University at 

Buffalo Catalog 2011-12: 

 

“Academic integrity is a fundamental university value. Through the honest completion of academic work, 

students sustain the integrity of the university while facilitating the university’s imperative for the 

transmission of knowledge and culture based upon the generation of new and innovative ideas. 

 

 Through the honest completion of academic work, students sustain the integrity of the university while 

facilitating the university’s imperative for the transmission of knowledge and culture based upon the 

generation of new and innovative ideas. 

When an instance of suspected or alleged academic dishonesty by a student arises, it shall be resolved 

according to the following procedures. These procedures assume that many questions of academic 

dishonesty will be resolved through consultation between the student and the instructor (a process known 

as consultative resolution, as explained below). 

 

Examples of Academic Dishonesty 

Academic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to, the following: 

 Previously submitted work. Submitting academically required material that has been previously 

submitted—in whole or in substantial part—in another course, without prior and expressed consent of the 

instructor.  

 Plagiarism. Copying or receiving material from any source and submitting that material as one’s 

own, without acknowledging and citing the particular debts to the source (quotations, paraphrases, basic 

ideas), or in any other manner representing the work of another as one’s own. 

 Cheating. Soliciting and/or receiving information from, or providing information to, another 

student or any other unauthorized source (including electronic sources such as cellular phones and PDAs), 

with the intent to deceive while completing an examination or individual assignment.  

 Falsification of academic materials. Fabricating laboratory materials, notes, reports, or any forms 

of computer data; forging an instructor’s name or initials; resubmitting an examination or assignment for 

reevaluation which has been altered without the instructor’s authorization; or submitting a report, paper, 

materials, computer data, or examination (or any considerable part thereof) prepared by any person other 

than the student responsible for the assignment. 

 Misrepresentation of documents. Forgery, alteration, or misuse of any University or Official 

document, record, or instrument of identification. 

 Confidential academic materials. Procurement, distribution or acceptance of examinations or 

laboratory results without prior and expressed consent of the instructor. 

 Selling academic assignments. No person shall sell or offer for sale to any person enrolled at the 

University at Buffalo any academic assignment, or any inappropriate assistance in the preparation, 

research, or writing of any assignment, which the seller knows, or has reason to believe, is intended for 

submission in fulfillment of any course or academic program requirement. 

 Purchasing academic assignments. No person shall purchase an academic assignment intended 

for submission in fulfillment of any course or academic program requirement. 
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Behavioral Expectations in the Classroom 

To prevent and respond to distracting behavior, faculty should clarify standards for the conduct of class, 

either in the syllabus, or by referencing the expectations cited in the Student Conduct Regulations. 

Classroom “etiquette” expectations should include: 

 Attending classes and paying attention. Students should not ask an instructor in class to go over 

material they missed by skipping a class or not concentrating. 

 Not coming to class late or leaving early. If a student has to enter a class late, he or she should do 

so quietly and should not disrupt the class by walking between the class and the instructor. Students 

should not leave class unless it is an absolute necessity. 

 Not talking with other classmates while the instructor or another student is speaking. If a student 

has a question or comment, he or she should raise a hand, rather than starting a conversation about it with 

a neighbor. 

 Showing respect and concern for others by not monopolizing class discussion. Students must 

allow others time to give their input and ask questions. Students should not stray from the topic of class 

discussion. 

 Not eating and drinking during class time. 

 Turning off electronic devices including cell phones, pagers, and beeper watches. 

 Avoiding audible and visible signs of restlessness. These are both rude and disruptive to the rest 

of the class. 

 Focusing on class material during class time. Sleeping, talking to others, doing work for another 

class, reading the newspaper, checking e-mail, and exploring the Internet are unacceptable and can be 

disruptive. 

 Not packing bookbags or backpacks to leave until the instructor has dismissed class. 

Student Responsibility Statement 

The university is committed to the ideal of flexibility and diversity in the educational experience. Certain 

regulatory procedures are necessary, however, to ensure that the complex needs of a large student body in 

search of diverse educational goals are met efficiently and smoothly. Students are advised to familiarize 

themselves with the following details in order to avoid any difficulties along their chosen path to the 

baccalaureate degree. 

By accepting responsibility for their education, students enhance the development of their academic, 

social, and career goals. As a condition of enrollment, students are responsible for reviewing, 

understanding, and abiding by the university’s regulations, procedures, requirements, and deadlines as 

described in official publications, including the university’s undergraduate catalog, UB Web sites, and 

official university e-mail communications. In addition, all students are required to positively affirm their 

knowledge of, and adherence to, UB’s Student Conduct Rules, University Standards and Administrative 

Regulations prior to their inaugural semester at UB. Asserting a lack of knowledge of university 

regulations will not be accepted as a basis for an exception to these regulations. 


