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Course 
Overview 

This course is intended to introduce those graduate students who are new to 
the United States to the context in which they will be exploring the disciplines 
of architecture and urban planning.  To that end, we will explore issues and 
concepts particular to the American context from the historic to the current.  
We will examine American law, politics, media, and history from multiple 
perspectives.  The overarching goal will be to familiarize students with 
concepts that will be assumed throughout their graduate study, concepts they 
may not have encountered before. This course will be writing intensive. 
Students will receive extensive feedback on their written work in order to help 
prepare them for academic and professional writing. 

Learning 
Objectives 

We will be exploring these concepts and refining our scales in these areas 
through the lens of American politics, media, government, legislations, and 
socio-cultural circumstances: 

- Writing 

- Academic research and learning how to identify a research topic 

- Critical thinking 

- Participating in class discussions and presentations 

- Understanding and mastery of American scholarly expectations (e.g. 
plagiarism and formatting) 

- Establish a familiarity with the US structure of government and legal 
system including State, Federal, and local/municipal entities 

- Become familiar with ad think critically about US media and  political 
systems 

- Become familiar with the socio-political history of the US 

- Establish a strong foundation in engaging research in the US related to 
law, government, politics, and planning and architecture 

 



Course 
Requirements 

- Attendance is mandatory. 

- Class participation, in the form of dialogue between peers, faculty and 
TA, is encouraged and rewarded in grading.* 

- Written responses based upon each reading assignment is required.  
This class will be writing intensive.  

- Students will have three presentations this semester. 

- Research proposals will be due on week 10, October 27th.  

- Final papers will be due on week 13, November 17th. 

 

* Introverts are also very welcome.  

Grading Your grade will be based 50% on your participation in classroom discussions 
and presentations, and 50% on your writing.  You will receive a midterm 
evaluation of your performance.  You are expected to fully participate in 
classroom discussions and provide weekly written responses the assigned 
readings.   

Your final paper will be an investigation of an area of law, politics or media that 
relates to the built environment.  Your paper must be at least eight pages, 
double spaced. 

Readings and 
Resources 

Readings are available electronically and posted on UBlearns.  

Additional library resources for this course are available at  
http://libweb.lib.buffalo.edu/blog/architecture/?page_id=341 



Special Needs Students requiring special assistance of services should contact the University 
Office of Accessibility Services at 645-2608, 25 Capen Hall, and notify the 
instructor in writing.   

All students needing assistance with writing can visit The Writing Place in 
Talbert Hall on the North Campus. Written work always should be formatted 
according to APA guidelines: 

Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association, 5th ed. 
(Washington D.C. American Psychological Association, 2001). 

Academic 
Integrity 

The University at Buffalo has a responsibility to promote academic honesty and 
integrity and to develop procedures to deal effectively with instances of 
academic dishonesty.  Students are responsible for the independent and 
honest completion and representation of their work, for the appropriate 
citation of sources, and for respect for others' academic endeavors. By placing 
their name on academic work, students certify the originality of all work not 
otherwise identified by appropriate acknowledgements. All students are 
expected to be familiar with and abide by the University’s academic integrity 
policies, available in the Graduate School Policies and Procedures Manual at 
http://www.grad.buffalo.edu/policies/index.php.  Plagiarism detection software 
may be used by instructors or the institution to aid in determining the 
originality of student work.  Questions should be addressed to the instructor. 

Connecting 
Objectives to 
Assignments 

- Weekly readings   Helps to establish a familiarity with the US 
structure of government and legal systems. It also helps students 
become familiar with and think critically about US media and the socio-
political history of the US.   

- Class participation, in the form of dialogue between peers, faculty and 
TA, is encouraged and rewarded in grading  helps with critical 
thinking and almost every other objectives of the class. 

- Written responses  helps with strengthening academic writing, 
critical thinking, and understanding US media and political systems. 

- Presentations  helps with establishing a strong foundation in 
engaging research in the US related to law, government, politics, and 
planning and architecture. Students will better understand scholarly 
expectations in the US by presenting to, and fielding questions from, 
fellow scholars.  Also helps with academic research, and learning how 
to identify a research topic.  

- Research proposals  Establish a strong foundation in engaging 



research in the US related to law, government, politics, and planning 
and architecture,  

- Final papers  puts all of the objectives together.  

 



 

Class Schedule   

Week 1 August 25 Welcome (+ school-wide picnic)  

August 29 Introductions + Overview  

Week 2 September 01 No class – Labor day 

September 05 US Constitution  

Week 3 September 08 Voting rights and electoral college 

September 12 The structure of US government 

Week 4 September 15 Intellectual property and foundation of academic research  

September 19 EndNote tutorial 

Week 5 September 22 Civil rights  

September 26 The racialization of space  

Week 6 September 29 Transportation and equity  

October 03 The legal construction of race 

Week 7 October 06 Postindustrial American cities 

October 10 Presentations  

Week 8 October 13 Presentations  

October 17 Freakonomics 

Week 9 October 20 Not Freakonomics  

October 24 Discussion of final research topics + Reviewing common issues in 
writing  

Week 10 October 27 Presentations – final research proposal due; ~5 minute presentations of 
topic 

October 31 Presentations – final research proposal presentations 

Week 11 November 03 Presentations – final research proposal presentations 

November 07 - OPEN -  

Week 12 November 10 Gender and Architecture/Planning 

November 14 - OPEN -  

Week 13 November 17 Final presentations of your research  

November 21 Final presentations of your research 

Week 14 November 24 Final presentations of your research 

November 28 No class – Fall Recess  

Week 15 December 01 Course Evaluation 

December 05 Open Discussion  


