
 1 

Course Syllabus 
 

END 450, URP 581, Fall 2014 
12 August 2014 

 
Environmental Design Workshop 3: 

Comprehensive Projects and Processes, 
Planning Practicum 

 

 
 

Class Hours: Tuesday, Thursday 9:00 AM-12:20 PM 
 

 
Harry L Warren AIA 

Assistant Professor 
 

HLWarren@buffalo.edu 
Office: Crosby 325, South Campus 

(Office hours by request) 
716-430-5519 
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Eligibility: 
Seniors who are enrolled in the Bachelor of Environmental Design 
program in the Department of Urban & Regional Planning at the 
School of Architecture and Planning and who have completed ED 
Workshops 1 and 2 in previous years are eligible. Graduate students 
in Urban and Regional Design will be admitted by special permission. 
 
Prerequisites/Co-requisites: 
Having successfully completed required courses thus far, you are 
expected to have basic knowledge and skills in Environmental Design 
and adequate skill-sets in basic graphics and research. 
 
Introduction: 
Having completed Design Workshops 1 and 2 last year, as seniors 
and Graduates majoring the ED and URP program, are now ready to 
refresh what you have learned thus far and to apply new knowledge 
and skills this year. As a capstone project, we will be working on real 
projects on real sites in fall, 2013. You will add more to your 
knowledge and skill base through the direct engagement with the 
project involving a number of issues and working with a host of 
project’s stakeholders including a project client and the community. 
Through this workshop, you will give you a foundation for your future 
endeavors. 
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Project Description: 
The studio class will focus on a study of the Fillmore Avenue corridor 
in Buffalo NY. Specifically, we will look at the areas between 
Northland Avenue and Best Street (area one), and between 
Sycamore Street and Exchange Street (area two).  
 
Fillmore Avenue is one of Buffalos great historic streets, linking many 
neighborhoods together.  In recent years, as with many other areas of 
the city, the environment has suffered from a decline in economic 
stability and population density.   A community group, the Fillmore 
Corridor Neighborhood Coalition, is spearheading a renewal effort for 
the Fillmore Corridor and adjacent neighborhoods; they will act as our 
partner and client for this project. The studio will undertake the first 
steps in documenting and understanding the opportunities and 
constrains of the existing physical environments. We will be working 
with the Fillmore Corridor Neighborhood Coalition, the National Main 
Street Center (a subsidiary of the National Trust for Historic 
Preservation), the City of Buffalo and other stakeholders. 
 
The class will be organized in teams. Each team will focus on a 
specific area or topic addressing the project.  Work of different teams 
will overlap to form the final report and presentation. 
 
Studio Process: 

1. Research and documentation of project precedents 
2. Documentation of the existing environment & history 
3. Analysis and Synthesis of existing conditions 
4. Analysis of alternative concepts and frameworks for 

development 
5. Presentation & Report 

 
Reading/Books/Materials: 

1. Image of the City, Kevin Lynch (Required) 
2. The Language of Space, Brian Lawson (Provided) 
3. Personal Sketchbooks 5 x 7 format (Required) 
4. AutoCAD & Adobe Suite Software  
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“Crits”/Pin-Ups: 
We will have frequent pin-ups and critiques of work in progress 
amongst ourselves and with invited guests. We will present our work 
in 24 x 36 poster format and record our work in a final booklet. Some 
critiques and pin-ups will occur between the two sections of the 
studio. In addition to project work, several lectures, readings and 
presentations by invited professionals will occur. 
 
Work Formats: 
All projects will be developed in 24 x 36 and 8.5 x 11 format and will 
be incorporated into final studio reports for the end of the semester. 
 
Course Objectives: 
We will be exploring a number of knowledge base and skill-sets you 
wish to reinforce in addition to foundational skills you have acquired 
thus far. Through direct engagement with the real project with the real 
site, real client and other stakeholders, we learn about multiple skills 
and working knowledge pertaining to the making of sustainable and 
richer built and natural environment. 
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Retrofitting a Brownfield Site: 
Many projects you will work on over your life span involve retrofitting 
brownfields. As part of the Northeast industrial (rust) belt, Buffalo’s 
brownfields are extensively scattered throughout the city and 
―expensive‖ to remedy and redevelop (the city is currently 
undertaking a study for redeveloping three large brownfield sites, aka, 
BOAs). 
 
Creativity: 
You will be using the skill-sets you have learned from the previous 
courses but also adding a new set of skills and knowledge beneficial 
to be a professional. By taking this workshop, you will be exposed to 
the ―creative culture‖ of planning and design profession --- you are 
expected to be an analytical, creative, curious, sensitive and alert 
individual who has the potential to be an active member of the society 
or a simply good citizen. In short, a key pedagogic goal is to learn 
about how to nurture your creative mind. 



 6 

 
Team Work: 
You will also learn how to work with others in teams to achieve higher 
goals that you alone will not likely accomplish. Rarely do you work 
alone any longer in this post-industrial society. We are all 
interconnected with one-another: that is, learning fundamentals of 
how to effectively manage time, resources and to work with your 
team-members will be all the more crucial in the workshop. 
 
Communication Skills: 
Since we are engaging in the real community, you will be improving 
your verbal and visual and graphic skills how to communicate with 
them effectively – especially how effectively you will be 
communicating with lay-people making them excited about what you 
are doing. 
 
Awareness and Appreciation and Discussion of the Urban 
Environment / Place-Making: 
Learn to appreciate good cities: their scale and character, 
environmental quality, vitality, cultural diversity, beauty and even their 
idiosyncrasies. If you will take away anything at all from this 
workshop, it must be your ability to appreciate and learn from the 
good city. Through working on the project, you want to learn basic 
knowledge and skill how to make a good place. 
 
Field trips and fieldwork: 
You will participate in class field trips and fieldwork as part of the 
course requirements. Documentation by notes, sketches and 
photography is required. 
 
Evaluation & Grading: 
You will be graded on several key areas, each representing 1/3 of 
your grade: 

1. Class participation 
2. Completeness of assignment and timeliness 
3. Individual and team reports and presentations 

 
Participation in class 
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Individual student participation through comment, discussion and 
teamwork is expected for each class.  Feedback and discussion will 
be a prime component of each class. 
 
Work Expectations 
Each student is expected to be ready with work at the beginning of 
class. Assignments given in previous classes are expected to be 
finished and ready to discuss at the beginning of the assigned class. 
 

 
 
 
Specific Needs: 
The following statement has been provided by the Accessibility 
Resources Office: Students with specific needs that require attention 
should inform the instructor at the beginning of the semester. If you 
have a disability (physical, learning, or psychological) which may 
make it difficult for you to carry out the course work as outlined, 
and/or requires accommodations such as recruiting note takers, 
readers, or extended time on exams and assignments, please contact 
the Office of Disability Services, 25 Capen Hall, 645-2608. The office 
will provide you with information and review appropriate 
arrangements or reasonable accommodations. 
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Academic Integrity: 
The following statement has been provided by the Office of Academic 
Affairs: Students are reminded of University Policy regarding 
Academic Integrity, as stated in the University at Buffalo Catalog 
2011-12: ―Academic integrity is a fundamental university value. 
Through the honest completion of academic work, students sustain 
the integrity of the university while facilitating the university’s 
imperative for the transmission of knowledge and culture based upon 
the generation of new and innovative ideas. 
Academic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to, the following: 
• Previously submitted work. Submitting academically required 
material that has been previously submitted—in whole or in 
substantial part—in another course, without prior and expressed 
consent of the instructor. 
• Plagiarism. Copying or receiving material from any source and 
submitting that material as one’s own, without acknowledging and 
citing the particular debts to the source (quotations, paraphrases, 
basic ideas), or in any other manner representing the work of another 
as one’s own. 
• Cheating. Soliciting and/or receiving information from, or providing 
information to, another student or any other unauthorized source 
(including electronic sources such as cellular phones and PDAs), with 
the intent to deceive while completing an examination or individual 
assignment. 
• Falsification of academic materials. Fabricating laboratory materials, 
notes, reports, or any forms of computer data; forging an instructor’s 
name or initials; resubmitting an examination or assignment for 
reevaluation which has been altered without the instructor’s 
authorization; or submitting a report, paper, materials, computer data, 
or examination (or any considerable part thereof) prepared by any 
person other than the student responsible for the assignment. 
• Misrepresentation of documents. Forgery, alteration, or misuse of 
any University or Official document, record, or instrument of 
identification. 
• Confidential academic materials. Procurement, distribution or 
acceptance of examinations or laboratory results without prior and 
expressed consent of the instructor. 
• Selling academic assignments. No person shall sell or offer for sale 
to any person enrolled at the University at Buffalo any academic 
assignment, or any inappropriate assistance in the preparation, 
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research, or writing of any assignment, which the seller knows, or has 
reason to believe, is intended for submission in fulfillment of any 
course or academic program requirement. 
• Purchasing academic assignments. No person shall purchase an 
academic assignment intended for submission in fulfillment of any 
course or academic program requirement.‖ 
 
 
 
Studio Culture Policy Statement 
―…the School of Architecture and Planning at the University at Buffalo 
- State University of New York acts in accordance with the NAAB 
studio policy requirement. Therefore, all studio faculty and/or 
departmental administrators agree to: 
• Provide students with a syllabus that complies with the University at 
Buffalo syllabus guidelines, and includes a studio description, 
objectives, evaluation methods, and grading policies. 
• Encourage students to lead balanced lives. This includes regular 
sleep and exercise, healthy eating habits, and breaks for non-
architecture related endeavors. 
• Assist students in developing effective time management strategies. 
• Integrate knowledge and information acquired in other architecture 
courses in studio, when possible. 
• Integrate knowledge and information acquired in other disciplines in 
studio, when possible. 
• Encourage collaboration both within the studio, and, when 
appropriate, outside of the studio. 
• Provide guidance to new instructors on studio curriculum 
development. 
• In addition to existing guidance and grievance procedures, the 
department has established an ombudsperson group, comprised of 
UB architecture alumni, to act on behalf of students who are having 
difficulty with studio culture. All concerns expressed to this group will 
be kept in confidence unless otherwise expressed by the student. 
• Foster a constructive atmosphere in design reviews that promotes 
critical dialogue between students and reviewers. 
• Promote theories, research, and experiences that increase students' 
awareness. 


