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END301 Perspective on Land Use and Development 

Spring 2014 

Course outline 

Instructor: Bumjoon Kang, Ph.D. <bumjoonk@buffalo.edu> 
Graduate instructor: Samantha Herberger <srherber@buffalo.edu> 
Class Time:  Monday and Wednesday, 8:30–9:50 AM 
Classroom: Wende 114 (Diefendorf 104 from the second class) 
Office Hours:  Tuesdays 9:30 AM–12:00 AM. You can book a 30-minute slot yourself at 

http://buffalo.edu/~bumjoonk/_pages/contact.shtml 
 or by an appointment via UB email 
Office Location: Room 22A in Hayes Annex A  
Credits: 3 

Course materials 

Alexander Garvin, 2013, The Planning Game, New York: W. W. Norton & Company. 

Other reading materials will be available on UBLearns with electronic files. 

Course objectives 

This course will strive to understand how the world is changing and how these changes are influencing 

land uses and spatial development. The intended outcomes are to improve understanding of the 

changes taking place in land use decisions and regulation, and to improve student critical thinking, 

complex reasoning, and written communication skills. 

Course format 

Classes consist of the instructor’s lectures and/or students’ group discussions. Discussion questions will 

be provided. Students will be assigned by the instructor into 6-to-7-member discussion groups. Group 

discussion will be graded based on peer review evaluations per each group assignment (3 group 

assignments are expected in the semester). 

Course requirements 

Attendance and discussion: Students are expected to actively participate in class and group discussions. 

Late arrival and lack of preparation for class will be recorded and will influence the final grade for this 

course.  Students are expected to know how to access the UB-Learns course folder for this course. On 

UB-learns will be the syllabus, some of the assigned readings, and will be accessible for course 

communication.  

Short papers: Students will write two short papers on assigned topics. Each paper is to be 3 pages (11–

12 font size; 1.5 line spacing; 1500 words maximum). Detailed instructions and grading criteria will be 

announced later in the course. 

http://buffalo.edu/~bumjoonk/_pages/contact.shtml
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 Short Paper 1: What are definitions and implications of “urban sprawl”? (Pros and cons of 

sprawl) 

 Short Paper 2: How will new technologies change future city forms? (e.g., driverless cars, 

online shopping)  

In-class exam: There will be one in-class short-answer exam focused on the lecture materials 

(tentatively scheduled between Week 10 and 13).  

Project: Individual student will practice an urban design/planning project. An existing idea competition is 

used for this practice: Gerald D. Hines Student Urban Design Competition 2014 by the Urban Land 

Institute (site: north of Downtown Nashville, TN). http://www.uli.org/programs/awards-

competitions/hines-student-design-competition/ Detailed instructions will be announced in Week 6. 

Evaluation 

Grading components are (total 100 pts): 

 Class participation  5 pts 

 Discussion peer-review  15 pts 

 Short paper 1   15 pts 

 Short paper 2   15 pts 

 In-class exam   15 pts 

 Project    35 pts 

Grading policies 

Letter Grade Total pts 

A 90-100 

A- 85-89 

B+ 80-84 

B 75-79 

B- 70-74 

C+ 65-69 

C 60-64 

C- 55-59 

D+ 50-54 

D 45-49 

F 00-44 

* Late submissions will be penalized (-1 pt / day).   

Missed classes 

One missed class will deduct 2 pts off. Students may be allowed to make up ONLY one missing class by 

submitting a 1-page review on the article below: 

Joel Kotkin, America’s Future is Taking Shape in the Suburbs, Forbes, July 31, 2012 
http://www.forbes.com/sites/joelkotkin/2012/07/31/americas-future-is-taking-shape-in-the-suburbs/ 

http://www.uli.org/programs/awards-competitions/hines-student-design-competition/M
http://www.uli.org/programs/awards-competitions/hines-student-design-competition/M
http://www.forbes.com/sites/joelkotkin/2012/07/31/americas-future-is-taking-shape-in-the-suburbs/
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The essay should be emailed to the instructor and the TA before the missed class. 

Course schedule 

* Subject to change 

Week Date Class Deliverable(s) 

1 27-Jan Introduction  

29-Jan Historic foundations 
* Discussion group assignment 

 

2 3-Feb Legal origins  

5-Feb Players in land use planning  

3 10-Feb Planning processes  

12-Feb Economic rules  

4 17-Feb Political rules  

19-Feb Debates on sprawl  

5 24-Feb Centralists vs. decentralists   

26-Feb Debates on parking 
* Discussion group assignment 

Short paper 1 due 
“Sprawl” 

6 3-Mar Project instruction  

5-Mar Central city revitalization trends  

7 10-Mar New urbanism  

12-Mar Urban preservation  

8 17-Mar No class (spring recess)  

19-Mar No class (spring recess)  

9 24-Mar Land use and public health 1: Physical activity  

26-Mar Complete streets 
* Discussion group assignment 

 

10 31-Mar Buffalo cases Short paper 2 due 
“Future cities” 

2-Apr Land use and public health 2: Food 
environments 

 

11 7-Apr Project mid group peer-review A 1–2 page project brief consisting 
of text and image (no specific 
formats required) 

9-Apr Project Q/A — TA session  

12 14-Apr City case: Public realm approach  

16-Apr City case: Planning process  

13 21-Apr City case: Metropolitan growth  

23-Apr City case: Reinventing downtown  

14 28-Apr The 21-C planning  

30-Apr Presentation 1 Presentation slides (in PDF) and 
project brief due 15 5-May Presentation 2 

7-May Presentation 3 
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Final Project (35 pts) 

In Week 6, students will be provided with detailed project instructions. Individual students are expected 

to develop a proposal.  

Group peer-review: Students will have a peer-review within small groups (assigned by the instructor) in 

Week 11. Students present their proposal (A 1–2 page project brief consisting of text and image — no 

specific formats required) to group members. Each group member is expected (1) to fill out review 

forms on all other group members’ proposals; and (2) to submit them to the instructor. The instructor 

will consolidate and share the forms by groups. Reviews will be graded at the group level (5 pts).  

Presentation:  Students will present their proposals at the end of the semester. The presentation will be 

graded based on the instructor and peer evaluation (25 pts). 

Project brief: A 1-page (maximum 500 words) document should clearly describe the proposed project’s 

purposes and visions, contents, and expected outcomes (5 pts). 

Important notes 

Students requiring assistance 

If you have a physical, learning, or psychological disability that makes it difficult for you to carry out the 

coursework as outlined and requires accommodations, such as recruiting note-takers, readers, or 

extended time on assignments and quizzes, please contact the Office of Disability Services within the 

first two weeks of the semester.  The Office of Disability Services (ODS) is located in 25 Capen Hall and 

may be reached at 645-2608.  ODS will provide you with information and review appropriate 

arrangements for reasonable accommodation.  

UB statement of principle on academic integrity 

The University at Buffalo has a responsibility to promote academic honesty and integrity and to develop 

procedures to deal effectively with instances of academic dishonesty.  Students are responsible for the 

honest completion and representation of their work, for appropriate citation of sources, and for respect 

for others’ academic endeavors.  By placing their name on academic work, students certify the 

originality of all work not otherwise identified by appropriate acknowledgements. 

Additionally, students are expected to understand and abide completely by the following guidelines for 

academic integrity in all UB courses: 

 Plagiarism, cheating, and other incidents of academic dishonesty will result in an automatic 

failing grade for the course.  Depending on the severity of the violation, your case may also be 

reported to UB for further investigation and may result in expulsion from the university. 

 Plagiarism consists of copying work from another source without giving proper citations.  You 

must not copy information from printed materials, internet sources, or from the work of other 
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students.   If you are uncertain about how to submit your work correctly, consult the instructor 

immediately.   

Any claim of ignorance of the rules of academic integrity by any student is unacceptable. 

Appropriate classroom etiquette includes 

 Attending classes and paying attention.  Do not ask an instructor in class to go over material you 

missed by skipping a class or not concentrating. 

 Not coming to class late or leaving early.  If you must enter a class late, do so quietly and do not 

disrupt the class by walking between the class and the instructor.  Do not leave class unless it is 

an absolute necessity. 

 Not talking with other classmates while the instructor or another student is speaking.  If you 

have a question or a comment, please raise your hand, rather than starting a conversation about 

it with your neighbor. 

 Showing respect and concern for others by not monopolizing class discussion.  Allow others time 

to give their input and ask questions.  Do not stray from the topic of class discussion. 

 Turning off the electronics:  cell phones, pagers, and beeper watches.  

 Avoiding audible and visible signs of restlessness.  These are both rude and disruptive to the rest 

of the class.   

 Focusing on class material during class time.  Sleeping, talking to others, doing work for another 

class, reading the newspaper, and exploring the internet, checking e-mail, facebook, and other 

social networking tools are unacceptable and can be disruptive. 

 Not packing bookbags or backpacks to leave until the instructor has dismissed class. 

Communication 

The instructor and teaching assistant will rely on UB Learns (including its e-mail function) as a primary 

means of communication with students outside the classroom.  You are responsible for checking your 

UB e-mail and the UB Learns course page on a regular basis. 

If you have questions about an assignment, ask immediately.  Do not wait until the day before your 

assignment is due.  The instructor and teaching assistant do not respond to e-mails in the evenings or on 

the weekends, and may need at least one business day to respond to your e-mail. 

 


