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END 428; URP 528 HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

 

Semester: Spring 2013   Instructor: Kerry L. Traynor  

Credit Hours:    3 Office Hours: Wed 12-1 pm Hayes C – 04  
Schedule: M/W 1:00 pm – 2:20 pm    or by appointment   

Room:  Hayes B - 07   Email:  klta@buffalo.edu   

  

      

  

Scope of Course: 
Historic Preservation is a specialized discipline that studies the material fabric of the cultural resources that 

make up our cities.  The corpus of information and depth of knowledge required to work within this field 

are great.  An understanding of history – social, cultural and architectural; material fabric; building methods 

and technology, economics, taxes and so on are essential.  Further, the professional must be a detective.  

The investigative process examines archival records; personal/family documents and the material fabric of 

buildings and neighborhoods – existing and ghosts of what once was.   

 

This course is intended to provide a taste – a sampling of what has been done and why; how things are 

accomplished – economically, materially, politically; and how, as planners we can engage in an intellectual 

discourse concerning matters of preservation, conservation, restoration, re-use, and sometimes demolition.  

The approach to study will be based in theory – reading; writing; listening and discussing; and physical 

investigation – on-site discovery, inquiry, historic research and documentation.  

 

Course Format: 

Lectures 

Guest Lecturers 

Research and Discussion  

On-site Investigation  

Field Trips 

 

Course Objectives:  
The goal of this one semester survey course is to provide the student with a solid background in Historic 

Preservation.   The people, ideas, economic and social forces that shaped the beginning of the Preservation 

movement in the United States; the ‘appearance’ of the built environment – high style and vernacular; the 

laws governing preservation; the economics of preservation and the material fabric, building methods and 

technology will all be explored. 

 

Learning Outcomes:  

Upon completion of this course, the student will be able to: 

 Identify and become familiar with  the major themes and styles in American architecture 

 Learn to write an architectural building description, to the standards set by the National 

Register of Historic Places. 

 Understand the general history and theory of American Historic Preservation 

 Understand the differences between conservation, restoration, adaptive re-use and renovation. 

 Become aware of and have a general understanding of Preservation Law, Legislation & 

Governing Bodies 

 Become aware of the criteria established by the National Park Service in Naming, Evaluating, 

and Designating Properties and Districts 

 Become aware of and develop various techniques used to Document Historic Structures 

 Become aware of the Secretary of the Interior’s Standard.  

 Develop a general understanding of Preservation Economics 

 Become aware of America’s diverse vernacular tradition 

 Develop analytical, writing and verbal skills through class discussions, reading, and 

completion of written critical reviews and term project 
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Expectations of Students:  
In order to be successful in this course the student is expected to keep up with the assigned readings, attend 

lectures and participated in class discussions.   Attendance at lectures is expected.  Missing more than two 

lectures is sufficient to have an adverse effect on grade performance.  Reviews, the building 

description/analysis, and the term project are due on the day indicated on the course schedule.  These will 

be marked down a half a letter grade for every day they are late.  Extensions will not be given.   

 

Academic Integrity:  

Students are reminded of University Policy regarding Academic Integrity, as stated in the University at 

Buffalo Undergraduate Catalog: 

 

"The University has a responsibility to promote academic honesty and integrity and to develop procedures 

to deal effectively with instances of academic dishonesty. Students are responsible for the honest 

completion and representation of their work, for the appropriate citation of sources, and for respect for 

others’ academic endeavors. By placing their name on academic work, students certify originality of all 

work not otherwise identified by appropriate acknowledgments."  

 

This policy includes, but is not limited to, the following:  

Students should not cheat on exams.  

Students should not submit previously completed work as original work. 

Students should not submit work done for one class to fulfill the requirements of another course without the 

permission of the instructor. 

 

Special Needs:  

Students with specific needs that require attention should inform the instructor at the beginning of the 

semester. If you have a disability (physical, learning, or psychological) which may make it difficult for you 

to carry out the course work as outlined, and/or requires accommodations such as recruiting note takers, 

readers, or extended time on exams and assignments, please contact the Office of Disability Services, 25 

Capen Hall, 645-2608. The office will provide you with information and review appropriate arrangements 

for reasonable accommodations. 

 

Field Trips:  
Field Trips and site visits will be an integral part of the term project. Field Trips are an essential part of 

Unit Five: Preservation in Practice.  The student will be provided with specific locations of each field trip 

later in the semester. It may be necessary to schedule a field trip outside of regular class hours.  This 

possibility will be discussed in class during the semester. 

     

Required Texts: 

 

McAlester, Lee & McAlester, Virginia.  A Field Guide to American Houses.  New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 

Inc, 1984. 24.95 New 

 

 

Available at the University Medical Bookstore on Main Street 

Additional Readings – Will be provided throughout the semester via electronic files. 

  

Course Material and information will be available on the share drive, which will be set up next week. 
 

 

Grading and Evaluation: 

Article Reviews (4)    20%    

Term Project      

 Historic Research    20%  

Existing Conditions Documentation  20% 

 Narrative Description & Survey  
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Expanded Building Description/History 20% 

Final Document    10% 

Class Participation    10% 

 

Critical Reviews, Term Project (multiple parts), Class Participation: 

 

Each student will be required to keep up with current issues in preservation, locally and nationally.  The 

student is expected to read current publications including local newspapers and professional journals. The 

student is also expected to read and critically review historic and contemporary writings on preservation.   

 

Four (4) critical reviews analyzing material read will be submitted during the course of the semester.  

Student will include copies of reviewed material with each submission.  Due dates for each critical review 

are provided below.  

 

Details of the Term Project will be provided next week.  Due dates are listed below.  

 

COUSE OUTLINE:   

(Note: This is a tentative schedule, and lecture topics and dates are subject to change.  The student will be 

given advance notice of changes to the schedule). 

 

INTRODUCTION to PRESERVATION: AN OVERVIEW 

January 27  

 

Assigned: Critical Review One, Two, Three, Four – January 27 

    

 

UNIT ONE: History & Theory of Preservation  

January 29 – February 5  

 - European Antecedents 

- Preservation in the 19
th

 Century 

- Preservation in the 20
th

 Century 

- Preservation Terminology 

 

Assigned: Term Project Overview – Historic Research: February 3 

 

 

UNIT TWO: The Elements of Style and the National Register 

February 10 – March 10 

- Site Visits TBA 

- European Antecedents 

- Colonial Architecture 

- American Domestic Architecture 

- American Commercial, Civic, Ecclesiastical and Industrial Architecture 

- Vernacular Architecture 

- What is the National Register? What is significance? 

 

Due:  Critical Review 1: February 10 

  Critical Review 2 – February 26 

  Historic Research – March 3 

 

NOTE: 

Site Visits TBA.  
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UNIT THREE: Surveys &The National Register: Naming, Evaluating and Designating Properties 

and Districts  

March 12 – April 3 

- Surveys as a preservation planning tool 

- What is Significance? 

- National Register Criterion 

- Local, State and National Listing  

- Documenting Historic Structures 

- Tax Credits  

- Preservation Economics 

 

Assigned: Existing Conditions Documentation – March 12 

  Expanded Building Description/History – March 26 

Due:  Critical Review 3 – March 24 

    

 

NOTE:   

Spring Recess March 17 – March 22 

 

 

UNIT FOUR: Preservation Law 

April 3 – April 16 

 - Legal Basis for Preservation 

- Preservation Law & Legislation 

- Local Governance and Agencies 

- State Agencies 

- Federal Agencies 

 

Due: Existing Conditions Documentation – April 7  

  

    

UNIT FIVE: Preservation in Practice  

April 21 – May 7 

- The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards 

- Techniques:  An Overview (Sources and Resources) 

- Preservation in Buffalo: Local Examples –Field Trips. 

 

Assigned: Final Document Production – April 23 

Due:  Expanded Building Description/History – April 23 

Critical Review Four – April 30  

Final Submission Term Project – May 7  

 

DUE DATE SUMMARY: 

Critical Review One   – February 10 

Critical Review Two   – February 26 

Historic Research   – March 3 

Critical Review Three   – March 24 

Existing Conditions Documentation – April 7 

Expanded Building Description/History – April 23 

Critical Review Four   – April 30 

Final Submission Term Project  – May7 


