
 
END 422 and URP 522: 

Economic Development and Industrial Change 
Fall 2014 
Monday 

6:00 p.m. - 8:40 p.m. 
Economic Development Planning 

Hayes B07 
Instructor: James J. Allen 

Phone: 716-688-9000 (office) 
Cell: 716-432-9191 

Email: jjallen@buffalo.edu; or, jallen@amherstida.com 
 

Objective: Economic Development practitioners must confront difficult questions: How do regional 

economies operate?  In what direction should the economy be led?  In a time of rapid technological 

advancement, can the economy be directed or controlled?  What are the appropriate strategies and 

tools for affecting the economy?  What roles should government play in a market-driven economy?  

Should regional economic development policy encourage or discourage competition among 

municipalities? 

This course introduces students to the diverse ideas and debates surrounding the practice of economic 

development planning.  Students should be prepared to deal with sometimes ambiguous information 

and contradictory points of view.  Students will come to realize that economic development planning is 

more of an art than a science. 

END422/ URP522 is a lecture/seminar and discussion and debate will be vigorously encouraged.  

Students must accept responsibility for being informed participants. 

This seminar will concentrate on economic development planning in the North America.  Students 

should be aware that such planning differs considerably from that in the third world or even in other 

rich industrialized nations.  Ideas discussed in class are applicable to other nations, but one must apply 

with caution. 

Requirements: 

Students are expected to attend each session.  You are also expected to read assigned materials prior to 

each session and to participate in class discussion.  Additionally, there will be: 

• A final exam (take home) 

• Annotated bibliography of all assigned readings* 

• Two Op Ed essays on economic development topics (750-800 words each)** 

**For assistance in writing an Op Ed piece, click on the following link: 



http://shorensteincenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/07/HO_NEW_HOW-TO-WRITE-AN-OPED-OR-

COLUMN.pdf 

A copy of the above is also available as a pdf “How to Write an Op Ed Column” on UB Learns. 

Final Exams are Due- Wednesday December 11th 

Final Exams can be placed in my faculty mailbox on the dates due or can be emailed to me by noon.  My 

email address is jjallen@buffalo.edu or jallen@amherstida.com.  I prefer that you send it to both 

addresses! 

Your final grade will be determined by averaging your grades on the final exam, the annotated 

bibliography and the two essays.  Additionally, 

• A half-grade will be added or deducted for class participation 

• A half-grade will be deducted for flagrant lateness or repeated absences 

Please note:  All readings for this course are available on UB Learns END422/URP522. 

Schedule 

This schedule may vary slightly as opportunities arise to bring in guest lecturers on the various topics 

covered during the semester.  The scheduling of guests will be announced in advance of their 

presentations. 

Economic Development in the New Economy 

August 25- Introduction to PD 422/522 and Basic Principles and Definitions 

 Readings: none assigned 

September 1- No class- Labor Day 

September 8-Context for Economic Development Planning 
 
 Readings: (1) Definitions- Economic Development 
          (2) New Growth Theory (U.S. EDA 2001) 
 
September 15-Globalization, Technology Convergence 

Readings: (1) Is the World “Flat” or “Spiky?” (Public Administration Review 2008) 
      (2) 2012 State New Economy Index (ITIF 2012) 
 

September 22-Knowledge and the Creative Class 

Reading   (1) Start-Up City (Martin Prosperity Institute 2014) 
                       (2) Investing in Place (APA 2014) 

http://shorensteincenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/07/HO_NEW_HOW-TO-WRITE-AN-OPED-OR-COLUMN.pdf
http://shorensteincenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/07/HO_NEW_HOW-TO-WRITE-AN-OPED-OR-COLUMN.pdf


 

September 29- Entrepreneurship/ Innovation 

 Readings: (1) Clusters of Innovation and Entrepreneurship (2013) 
      (2) Edward Glaeser- Growth Engines (to read, click the link below) 

          http://city-journal.org/mobile/story.php?s=9247#.UcMKlaa9LCR 
 

October 6- Jobs and Skills Training 

 Readings: (1) Middle Skills Job Report (National Skills Coalition) 
      (2) Various News articles (to be assigned) 
 **Please Note: First Essay is due. 
 

October 13- Traditional Tools of Economic Development 

 Readings:  (1) Comptroller- IDA Report 2014 
       (Guest Speaker) 
 *Please Note:  Annotated Bibliographies for Readings from 9/8 to 10/6 are due. 
 
October 20- Current Topics in Economic Development 

 Readings: (1) Prevailing Wage report (CGR- 2008) 
      (2) Living Wage Laws (Brookings 2008) 
      (3) http://www.governing.com/columns/eco-engines/Clawback-Clause.html 
 
October 27- Cluster Analysis 

 Readings: (1) Fostering Innovation-Led Clusters (Economist 2011) 
          (2) Making Sense of Clusters (Brookings 2006) 
 
November 3- Regional Stewardship 

 Readings: (1) Regional Stewardship and Collaborative Governance (ARC 2006) 

November 10- Spatial Planning in the New Economy 

 Readings: (1) Shifting Suburbs Report (ULI 2013) 
      (2) Fiscal Impact of Land Uses, Amherst, NY 2009 
 
November 17- Vacancy, Brownfields, and Greyfields 

 Readings: (1) Vacant Properties Report (National Vacant Properties Campaign 2005) 
      (2) Framework for Regional Growth Plan  
 

November 24- Strategic Planning 

http://city-journal.org/mobile/story.php?s=9247#.UcMKlaa9LCR
http://www.governing.com/columns/eco-engines/Clawback-Clause.html


Readings: (1) WNY Regional Economic Development Strategy 2011 (REDC Final Plan) 
**Please Note:  Second Essay is due. 

 

December 1- Review and Summary (Possible Roundtable Discussion) 

*Please Note:  Annotated Bibliographies for remainder of the Readings are due. 

 
ADDENDUM 

 

 Course Description: END422/URP522 introduces students to the diverse ideas and debates 
surrounding the practice of economic development planning. Students will discuss and debate 
the questions that energize the practice of economic development, such as: 

o How do regional economies operate? 
o Can a regional economy be controlled and directed? 
o Why are some regions more prosperous than others? 
o What is the role of government in facilitating a market-driven economy? 
o What is the impact of globalization, technological advance, innovation and 

entrepreneurship on a sustainable and vibrant economy? 
o What is the role of planning in the development of a prosperous regional economy? 

 Student Learning Outcomes:  Students, if they attend all of the classes and read all of the 
required literature will come away with a thorough knowledge of all of the most salient issues 
involved in economic development planning. Students will also have the ability to write about 
such issues in a way that the general public will understand them and see the relevancy of the 
planning and implementation involved in the development of a sustainable economy. A list of 
the learning outcomes of this class is as follows: 

o Through the lectures and reading assignments, all of the most germane and vital issues 
involved in the planning of a strong economy will be thoroughly understood by the 
students. 

o Annotated bibliographies for each of the readings are required to assure that the 
students do indeed read the required assignments but also, perhaps more importantly 
that the students learn how to summarize complex documents and reports and discover 
the essence of the material. 

o The Op Ed essays that are required will help the student further learn to discuss the 
essence of the economic development issues in a way that will help communicate with 
the general public.   

o The final exam will be to prepare a professional memorandum to a public official 
(County Executive, Mayor, chairman of a Public Authority) to help him or her 
understand the principles of the knowledge-based or creative economy and how his or 
her municipality or organization can best take advantage of the opportunities inherent 
in these changing times without falling prey to special interests and others who feel 
threatened by the forces of change.  The outcome of this exercise is to synthesize all of 
the information discussed and debated in class during the semester and to express, in 
writing a cogent viewpoint in regard to economic development planning and 
implementation. 

 Course Requirements: Attendance at all lectures is required for all scheduled classes and 
lectures; two Op Ed essays on topics previously discussed in class; the reading of all assigned 



material and the preparation of an annotated bibliography for each of the readings. 
Additionally, there will be a take home exam required at the end of the semester.  

 Academic Content: See above.  All of the assigned readings and lectures. 

 Grading Policy: Students are expected to attend each session, to read all assigned materials 
prior to each session and to participate in class.  The final grade will be determined by averaging 
your grades on the final exam, the annotated bibliographies and the two Op Ed essays.  
Additionally, a half grade may be added for class participation if necessary and a half grade may 
be deducted for flagrant (unexcused) lateness or repeated absences. It should also be noted 
that grades for END422 are based upon comparisons with others taking END422 only.  
Undergraduate work is grading in comparison to other undergraduate students, not graduate 
students.  URP522 grades are derived in comparison to other graduate student in this course.  
We will follow the University’s Incomplete Policy for students that have not met the 
requirements for a specific letter grade.  But I encourage all students to make every effort 
possible to complete the course work before final grades are posted. 

 Level of Work Required to receive a specific letter grade (A-F) is what is required in every other 
class that the student takes at this University.  Graduate students are graded in comparison to 
other graduate students and undergraduates are graded in comparison to other 
undergraduates. 

 Office Hours:  Upon request. You may also call my office at the Amherst IDA (716-688-9000) to 
talk to me during the day, Monday through Friday, or call my cell phone (716-432-9191) until 10 
p.m. 

 Academic Integrity: We will follow the University’s Academic Integrity Policy. 

 Accessibility Resources: Please register with UB’s Accessibility Resources Office to receive 
accommodation for any physical and/or learning disability. 

 
 


