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Site Planning and Design 
END 362/URP 526/ARC 526 /ARC 404 

February 13, 2014, Spring 2014 
 

 
Course Information:  
Site Planning and Design 
ARC 526 / PD 526 / ARC 404 / PD 412 
Location: Diefendorf 208 
Tuesday and Thursday: 6:30-7:50 PM 
Credits: 3.0 
Spring 2014 
UB Learns: Arc 24526, Planning 23991  
 
 
Professor Contact Information: 
Harry L Warren AIA 
Assistant Professor 
Office: Crosby 325 
HlWarren@buffalo.edu 
716-430-5519 
 
Teaching Assistant: 
Madeleine Fincham 
MFincham@buffalo.edu 
724-986-5806 
 
 
Eligibility: 
Senior and Graduate Architecture Students, Senior and Graduate Planning Students.  
 
 
Course Description: 
 
“Site Planning is the art of arraigning structures on the land and shaping spaces 
between, an art linked to architecture, engineering, landscape architecture and city 
planning.” …Kevin Lynch, Site Planning 
 
This course is focused on graduate and senior students in both the Planning and 
Architecture departments.  We will cover the inter-relationship between Architectural 
Design, Urban Planning, Site Planning and Landscape Architecture, as they influence 
the planning and design of physical sites.  In practice, architects and planners work as a 
team on projects, therefore, it is of critical importance that the dialogue between 
architects and planners be supported and understood.  This course will provide 
opportunities to explore that relationship, as we understand the opportunities in site 
planning and design. 
 
We will explore the placement of facilities on sites of various sizes, scales, types and 
complexities.  In addition to learning the basic technical aspects of site planning and 
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design, we will investigate the conceptualization of site analysis, site organization, 
landscape, and the physical expression of design intent. 
 
Physical sites, whether rural or urban, may be small; accommodating individual 
buildings, large; accommodating a campus of several buildings, or very large; 
accommodating a city of buildings.  Each step in scale brings additional considerations 
and complexities; however, the basics of the site planning and design in each case are 
rooted in fundamental approaches of understanding: analysis and synthesis.  Lectures, 
required readings, discussions, and individual and team projects will be undertaken, 
exploring the key issues in developing a comprehensive site design at various scales. 
Course methodology will include lectures, group discussions and individual / team 
project work. Presentations by outside professionals will occur during the semester. 
Graduates students will be assigned 4+/- projects during the semester and 
undergraduates, 3+/- projects.   
 
 
 
Student Learning Objectives 
 
Through lectures, in-class discussion, case studies, readings and assigned projects: 
 

• Develop critical observation skills and methods of environmental context and its 
evaluation. 

 
• Use critical thinking and design skills to analyze and synthesize site information 

as it applies to the integration of buildings and programs. 
 

• Explore comprehensive strategies for site design and planning opportunities as 
they apply to a variety of sites. 

 
• Develop an understanding of the interrelationship of buildings and land. 

 
• Understand the utilization of site resources. 

 
• Understand the inter-relationship of site planning, architectural design and site 

design. 
 

• Refine skills of graphic, verbal and visual presentation techniques. 
 
 
 
 
Course Materials 
 
Students will do library, online and other self -directed research as necessary in addition 
to assigned projects and readings. 
 

• Required Text: (hard copy or digital): Site Analysis: A Contextual Approach to 
Sustainable Land Planning and Design, James LaGro  

• Smartphone Apps: Sunseeker Lite or similar, (free), LightTrac (better) 
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• Program: Google Earth (free) 
• Program: Google SketchUp (free) 

 
 

Projects: 

• Site Projects: 1-4 
• Site Research: Selected projects 

Reading Sources: 

• Recovering Landscape: Essays in Contemporary Landscape Theory, J. Corner  
• Landscape and Memory, Simon Schama  
• Architecture: The Natural and the Manmade, Vincent Scully  
• Site Matters: Design Concepts, Histories, and Strategies, Carol J. Burns and 

Andrea Kahn. 

Suggested Reference Sources: 

• Site Planning and Design Handbook, Thomas H. Russ 
• Time Saver Standards for Landscape Architecture, Harris & Dines 
• Landscape Architecture: Plan and Section Drawing, Thomas Wang 

 

General Requirements and Grading 
 
Grading will be a synthesis of the following topics.  Grades will be issued at Mid-term 
and Final.  Each topic will be weighted as necessary during the course and may be 
revised as necessary: 
 

1. Assigned readings. (25% of grade) 
 

2. Class discussion participation. (25% of grade) 
 

3. Individual and team project quality. (50% of Grade).  
 
 
 
 
Grading Policy: 
 
Evaluation 
Grading will be based upon the level of engagement with the design and research 
problems, attendance and participation during class hours as well as work outside of 
class, independent initiative, and the quality of work. 
 
Competent production of the requisite materials and completion of readings is expected 
as the minimum fulfillment of average, or C grade, work.  Above average (B) and 
excellent assessments (A) will be based upon the quality work; the level to which you 
are able to develop ideas; your skill in expressing yourself verbally and visually; and how 
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you respond to criticism.  The assessment of your work will be based in part upon the 
distance you travel during the term and in part upon comparison of your work with peers 
in the studio and the program. 
 
An ‘A’ grade is a reflection of exceptional skills, discipline. As the highest grade offered, 
it indicates that the student:  a) shows an exceptional understanding of the concepts 
explored; b) develops fresh, creative insights into issues and problems; c) exhibits care, 
professionalism, and precise crafting in the execution of all work; d) develops and uses 
refined critical thinking skills; e) develops healthy self-criticism; f) demonstrates 
enthusiasm and intensity for learning; g) offers clear, positive contributions to the class 
environment; h) is consistently well prepared; i) maintains excellent attendance and 
meets deadlines.  All other grades should be understood in relation to these criteria. 
 
 
Course & Instructor Policies 
 
•     Provide students with a syllabus that complies with the University at Buffalo syllabus 
guidelines, and includes a class description, objectives, evaluation methods, and grading 
policies. 
 
•     Encourage students to lead balanced lives. This includes regular sleep and 
exercise, healthy eating habits, and breaks for non-architecture related endeavors. 
 
•     Integrate knowledge and information acquired in other architecture courses, when 
possible. 
 
•     Integrate knowledge and information acquired in other disciplines in class, when 
possible. 
 
•     Encourage collaboration both within the class, and, when appropriate, outside of the 
class. 
 
•     Foster a constructive atmosphere in reviews that promotes critical dialogue between 
students and reviewers. 
 
•     Promote theories, research, and experiences that increase students' awareness of 
multi-cultural issues 
 
 
Off-campus Instruction and Course Activities: 
 
Site Visits/Field Trips: 
During the semester, you may be required to visit sites off campus for observation and 
documentation.  Please be cautious about personal safety and demonstrate the kind of 
courtesy expected of professionals; remember that you represent the University and the 
profession/disciplines of architecture and planning. 
 
 
Policies and Procedures for Students: 
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Student Responsibility 
The university is committed to the ideal of flexibility and diversity in the educational 
experience. Certain regulatory procedures are necessary, however, to ensure that the 
complex needs of a large student body in search of diverse educational goals are met 
efficiently and smoothly. Students are advised to familiarize themselves with UB sources 
of information noted below in order to avoid any difficulties along their chosen path to the 
baccalaureate degree. 
By accepting responsibility for their education, students enhance the development of 
their academic, social, and career goals. As a condition of enrollment, students are 
responsible for reviewing, understanding, and abiding by the university’s regulations, 
procedures, requirements, and deadlines as described in official publications, including 
the university’s undergraduate catalog, UB Web sites, and official university e-mail 
communications. In addition, all students are required to positively affirm their knowledge 
of, and adherence to, UB’s Student Conduct Rules, University Standards and 
Administrative Regulations prior to their inaugural semester at UB. Asserting a lack of 
knowledge of university regulations will not be accepted as a basis for an exception to 
these regulations. 
 
Special Needs 
Students with specific needs that require attention should inform the instructor at the 
beginning of the semester. If you have a disability (physical, learning, or psychological) 
which may make it difficult for you to carry out the course work as outlined, and/or 
requires accommodations such as recruiting note takers, readers, or extended time on 
exams and assignments, please contact the Office of Disability Services, 
25 Capen Hall, 645-2608. The office will provide you with information and review 
appropriate arrangements for reasonable accommodations. 
 
Academic Integrity 
Students are reminded of University policy regarding Academic Integrity, as stated in the 
University at Buffalo Catalog: 
"The University has a responsibility to promote academic honesty and integrity and to 
develop procedures to deal effectively with instances of academic dishonesty. Students 
are responsible for the honest completion and representation of their work, for the 
appropriate citation of sources, and for respect for others’ academic endeavors. By 
placing their name on academic work, students certify originality of all work not 
otherwise identified by appropriate acknowledgments." 
 
This policy includes, but is not limited to, the following: 
Students should not cheat on exams. Students should not submit previously completed 
work as original work. Students should not submit work done for one class to fulfill the 
requirements of another course without the permission of the instructor.   
 
 
 

 
These descriptions and timelines are subject to change at the discretion of the 

Professor. 
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Course Schedule: Site Planning & Design 
February 13, 2014 

 
Class Assignments by Date (subject to modification) 

 
January 
28, Introduction Pres. Reading assignments 30, Reading C 1/ Discussion/ Proj.1 assigned 
  
February 
04, Lecture “Analysis” Proj1 assign.  06, Site visit 
11, Lecture “Design”    13, Reading C 2 Discussion  
18, Lecture “Concept Dev.”   20, Lecture “Graphics”  
25, Presentation/Lecture/Guest   27, Project 1 Student Presentation  
 
March 
04, Lecture Case Study, Proj.2 assigned  06, Site visit 
11, Lecture Case Study    13, Reading C 3&4 Discussion 
18, Spring Break     20, Spring Break 
25, Presentation/Lecture/Guest   27, Project 2 Student Presentation 
 
April 
01, Lecture Proj.3 assigned   03, Site visit 
08, Lecture Case Study    10, Reading C 4&5 Discussion 
15, Lecture Case Study    17, Reading C 6&7 Discussion 
22, Presentation/Lecture/Guest   24, Project 4 assigned (Grad only) 
 
May 
01, Prelim review, project 3   06, Presentation/Lecture/Guest 
08, Project 4 due (Grad only) Presentation 
May 10, No Class 
May 13, Final Exam, Project 3 Student Presentation 
 
 
Reading Sources: 
Site Analysis: A Contextual Approach to Sustainable Land Planning and Design, James LaGro 
(required text) 
 
Recovering Landscape: Essays in Contemporary Landscape Theory, J. Corner 
Landscape and Memory, Simon Schama 
Architecture: The Natural and the Manmade, Vincent Scully 
Site Matters: Design Concepts, Histories, and Strategies, Carol J. Burns and Andrea Kahn. 
 
Suggested Reference Sources: 
• Site Planning and Design Handbook, Thomas H. Russ 
• Time Saver Standards for Landscape Architecture, Harris & Dines 
• Landscape Architecture: Plan and Section Drawing, Thomas Wang 
 
 
 


