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SYLLABUS 
 

END 212 – Intro to Urban and Environmental Planning                       
(3.0) 
Spring 2014       
Tu & Th 3:30 – 4:50 PM  
Cooke 121 (North Campus)      
            
Instructor: 
Himanshu Grover, Ph.D 
Room 03B Hayes C, South Campus. Email - hgrover2@buffalo.edu 
 
 
Teaching Assistants:  
1. Aparna Gopal - aparnago@buffalo.edu (students with last name starting with A-N) 
2. Robert Sozanski - rnsozans@buffalo.edu (students with last name starting with M-Z) 
 

 
Note: The instructor reserves the right to change this syllabus as needed.  
 
Course Description and Objectives 
 
This course is intended to help students understand what urban and environmental 
planning activity is, who does it and to offer insight into why and how it is done in the 
United States1. Primary objective of the planning profession is to improve the welfare of 
people and their communities by creating more convenient, equitable, healthful, efficient, 
and attractive places for present and future generations2. As such, all planning activities 
should take into account the environmental implications. Environmental sustainability is 
considered an important part of planning practice. The profession of urban planning has 
the potential to minimize environmental impacts of urban development, through use of 
planning's integrative and management functions, and long-range outlook. Through 
theoretical and practice-oriented readings, case studies, lectures, guest presentations, 
critical writing and discussion, students will engage with a range of interrelated topics 
relevant to the study and practice of urban and environmental planning. 
 

                                                
1 Planning practice is well established in most countries across the world. However, due to the variations in 
the systems of government, and variations in local laws, it is impossible to cover this wide range of the 
subject. Therefore, this course restricts the coverage to the U.S context. 
2 www.planning.org 
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The primary objective of this course is to provide an overview of the urban and 
environmental planning issues and problems, and review the ways planners grapple with 
them. Specifically, by the end of this course the students are expected to: 

1. Become familiar with the planning profession in the U.S, and to its various career 
options 

2. Understand the relationship of land use and the natural environment  
3. Become aware of the various approaches to planning analysis and practice 
4. Become familiar with the environmental challenges faced by planners 
5. Understand the principles of environmentally sensitive land use, design and 

development 
6. Develop planning skills in critical inquiry and writing 

 
The course is open to undergraduates of all majors; there are no prerequisites. END 212 
is a required introductory course for students majoring (or minoring) in Environmental 
Design in the Department of Urban and Regional Planning. It fulfills a Social and 
Behavioral Sciences Gen Ed requirement, and is especially recommended for students in 
architecture, civil engineering, and applied social sciences. 
 
Course Requirements    
 

Class attendance and participation are integral parts of this course; much of the key 
material will be introduced and discussed in lecture. Good note-taking skills are essential, 
since the instructor often discusses material and provides examples that may not be 
directly quoted on the slides. The slides for every lecture will be posted on the course 
website @ublearns on the day following the lecture. In the case of films and guest 
speakers, this material will not be recorded or placed on-line; therefore it is imperative 
that students attend the class. 
 
Assigned readings are identified for each week classes, and should be completed as 
preparation before coming to class. The Teaching Assistants will use UBLearns to 
communicate important information updates (such as new articles being added to 
Electronic Readings on the Course Website @ublearns), posting of test grades, etc., so 
students are advised to check that source (ublearns) regularly. 
 
Required Text and Materials 
 

We will use the following text for the course, which have been ordered for you at the 
University Bookstore on North Campus.  
 

1. Randolph, J. Environmental Land Use Planning and Management, Island 
Press, 2nd edition, Island Press, 2012. 

 
This is required for purchase, and will be read in its entirety. Examination questions will 
be primarily based from the material assigned from this book. Other reading material not 
in the required text has been placed in the Course Documents folder of the course website 
@UBlearns. More articles of interest may be added to Class Readings during the 
semester. These will be announced in class and via UBLearns. Students are advised to 
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keep up with readings, as the assigned readings are the primary source for examination 
questions. 
 
Examinations 
 
Examination will consist of objective type and short answer questions. Three 
examinations will be given, which together will comprise 55% of each student’s grade:  

1. Exam I (10%): February 25 
2. Exam II - Mid-term Examination (20%): March 27 
3. Exam III - Final Examination (25%): May 15 (Cooke 121) 3:30pm-6:30pm 

 
Written Assignments 
 
The remaining 45% of each student’s grade will be based upon evaluation of three 
written assignments:  

1. Assignment I - My Neighborhood (10%): Due by Feb 20, 11:59pm ET. 
A two-page essay describing and discussing the neighborhood you grew in, 
specifically highlighting your views on; planning and environmental issues that 
you see in your neighborhood; improvements that have happened over the years; 
new challenges that have come up; changes in the city that have impacted your 
neighborhood; and initiatives/projects that have been implemented in your 
neighborhood.  

2. Assignment II - Eco-footprint Analysis (10%): Due by Apr 17, 11:59pm ET. 
A guided assessment of you ecological footprint 

3. Assignment III - Issue Analysis Clipping File Project (25%): This longer 
project will require students to identify and read articles about a current planning 
issue or controversy; to “track” that issue in the press during the course of this 
semester; to carry out archival research on the issue; and to write an essay (2-3 
pages) that furnishes both an overview and an analysis of the planning content of 
the issue. Detailed instructions for this major assignment will be posted on-line in 
the second week of classes –Due May 6 (Your topic and a copy of the first 
clipping to be submitted in class on Feb 18. If this is not submitted in time your 
Assignment III grade will be reduced by 10%). 

All assignments are to be submitted through ublearns within the Assignments folder by 
11:59pm (ET) of the date they are due. No late submissions will be accepted.  
 
Extra Credits 
 
During the term of this semester the instructor provides numerous opportunities (usually 
in class) for students to earn extra credits. Instructor usually offers two types of extra 
credits. First, full point credits wherein the points you ear are added onto either the final 
grade or to the specific test or assignment grade as specified by the instructor. Second, 
are percentage grades wherein a calculated percentage boost is added onto your final 
grade or to the specific test or assignment grade as specified by the instructor.  
Discussion Board Credit (Full point credits): There is a discussion board forum for each 
class week. A new discussion thread will be started every Monday. Comments may be 
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submitted to the weekly discussion board by Sunday midnight after which the thread will 
be closed. These submissions on discussion board will earn you up to 10 extra credit 
points towards your final grade. Each relevant (as determined by the instructor) 
submission is worth 0.5-1 extra credits. With 10 good submissions to the discussion 
board you can earn upto 10 extra points towards your final grade!! 
 
Additionally there will be a few more surprise in class extra credit opportunities 
throughout the course. These will in form of surprise quiz, additional online discussions 
question or some other form of class participation exercise. Therefore, it is recommended 
that you attend class regularly. 
 
Grading Scheme 
 

Percentage Letter Grade 
95-100% A 
90-95% A- 
85-90% B+ 
80-85% B 
75-80% B- 
70-75% C+ 
65-70% C 
60-65% D 
<60% F 

 
 
Academic Integrity 
 
All students are expected to abide by the University’s academic integrity policies, 
available in the Undergraduate Catalog (http://undergrad-
catalog.buffalo.edu/policies/course/integrity.shtml) 
Specifically, plagiarism will not be tolerated: if detected, violators should expect the 
instructor to assign to them a final course grade of F. Electronic submission of work will 
be required, and detection software will be used as an aid in determining originality of 
student work. 
 
Students are reminded of University Policy regarding Academic Integrity, as stated in the 
University at Buffalo Catalog 2011-12: 
 
“Academic integrity is a fundamental university value. Through the honest completion of 
academic work, students sustain the integrity of the university while facilitating the 
university’s imperative for the transmission of knowledge and culture based upon the 
generation of new and innovative ideas. 
 
Academic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to, the following: 

• Previously submitted work. Submitting academically required material that has 
been previously submitted—in whole or in substantial part—in another course, 
without prior and expressed consent of the instructor. 

• Plagiarism. Copying or receiving material from any source and submitting that 
material as one’s own, without acknowledging and citing the particular debts to the 
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source (quotations, paraphrases, basic ideas), or in any other manner representing 
the work of another as one’s own. 

• Cheating. Soliciting and/or receiving information from, or providing information to, 
another student or any other unauthorized source (including electronic sources such 
as cellular phones and PDAs), with the intent to deceive while completing an 
examination or individual assignment. 

• Falsification of academic materials. Fabricating laboratory materials, notes, reports, 
or any forms of computer data; forging an instructor’s name or initials; resubmitting 
an examination or assignment for reevaluation which has been altered without the 
instructor’s authorization; or submitting a report, paper, materials, computer data, or 
examination (or any considerable part thereof) prepared by any person other than 
the student responsible for the assignment. 

• Misrepresentation of documents. Forgery, alteration, or misuse of any University or 
Official document, record, or instrument of identification. 

• Confidential academic materials. Procurement, distribution or acceptance of 
examinations or laboratory results without prior and expressed consent of the 
instructor. 

• Selling academic assignments. No person shall sell or offer for sale to any person 
enrolled at the University at Buffalo any academic assignment, or any inappropriate 
assistance in the preparation, research, or writing of any assignment, which the 
seller knows, or has reason to believe, is intended for submission in fulfillment of 
any course or academic program requirement. 

• Purchasing academic assignments. No person shall purchase an academic 
assignment intended for submission in fulfillment of any course or academic 
program requirement.” 

 
Instructor Office Hours 
 
For Spring 2014, the instructor will keep regular office hours on Mondays from 1:00 –
4:00 PM. Appointments may also be made by emailing hgrover2@buffalo.edu. Given the 
increased demand for appointments towards the end of the semester, it is advisable that 
you first contact the teaching assistants with your issue. If it cannot be resolved, they will 
discuss it with me and set up an appointment for you. Their regular office ehours are 
noted below. If you wish to meet with them any other time please email them to set up an 
appointment. Please email and contact only your assigned TA.  
 
1. Aparna Gopal - aparnago@buffalo.edu (students with last name starting with A-N): 
Wednesdays 9:00am-11:45am 
2. Robert Sozanski - rnsozans@buffalo.edu (students with last name starting with M-Z) 
Mondays 1:00pm-3:00pm 
 
Note: Students who have a diagnosed disability (physical, learning, or psychological) are 
asked to present to the instructor their letters of accommodation from the Office of 
Disability Services during the first two weeks of classes.   
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DETAILED COURSE OUTLINE 

 

Week Date Day Topics	  and	  Assignments 

1 Jan	  28 Tuesday 
Orientation	  – Course	  organization.	  
Accessing	  course	  documents	  and	  readings	  through	  the	  
course	  website	  @UBlearns 

 

 Jan	  30 Thursday Introduction:	  Environment	  and	  Land	  Use	  Planning	  
Read	  Chapter	  1 

 

2 Feb	  04 Tuesday 
Urban	  Communities	  – Issues	  and	  Challenges	  
Documentary	  Urbanized	  	  
Read	  Chapter	  2	   

 

 Feb	  06 Thursday 

Modern	  Cities	  
1. TED	  Talks:	  Geoffrey	  West,	  The	  surprising	  math	  of	  cities	  

and	  corporations	  
2. TED	  Talks:	  Carolyn	  Steel,	  How	  food	  shapes	  our	  cities	  

 

3 Feb	  11 Tuesday Environmental	  Land	  Use	  Planning	  
Read	  Chapter	  3 

 

 Feb	  13 Thursday Political	  and	  Social	  Issues	  in	  Planning	  
Documentary	  	  – “Brick	  by	  Brick	  -‐	  A	  Civil	  Rights	  Story”  

 

4 Feb	  18 Tuesday 

Collaborative	  Environmental	  Planning	  
Read	  Chapter	  4	  
DUE	  -‐	  Topic	  for	  Clipping	  File	  Project	  Due	  along	  with	  the	  
first	  clipping. 

 

 Feb	  20 Thursday Examination	  Review	  Session	  
DUE	  -‐	  Assignment	  I	  to	  be	  uploaded	  @ublearns 

 

5 Feb	  25 Tuesday Exam	  I	    

 Feb	  27 Thursday Land	  Conservation	  &	  Design	  with	  Nature	  for	  People	  
Read	  Chapters	  15&16 

 

6 March	  4 Tuesday Video	  &	  Discussion:	  Planning	  for	  Public	  Spaces	  
Documentary:	  The	  Social	  Life	  of	  Small	  Urban	  Spaces 

 

 March	  6 Thursday 
Soils,	  Soils	  Suitability	  Mapping	  due,	  and	  Geospatial	  
Information	  
Read	  Chapters	  5	  &	  6 

 

7 March	  11 Tuesday Water	  and	  Land	  Use;	  Storm	  water	  management	  and	    
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Week Date Day Topics	  and	  Assignments 

practices	  
Read	  Chapters	  7	  &	  8	  &9 

 March	  13 Thursday 
Lecture:	  Transportation	  Planning	  
Documentary:	  Beyond	  the	  Motor	  City	  (PBS)	  
Read:	  Online	  Handout	  Levy	  –12 

 

8 March	  18 Tuesday 
Spring	  Recess	  

 

 March	  20 Thursday  

9 March	  25 Tuesday Examination	  Review	  Session  

 March	  27 Thursday Exam	  II:	  Mid-‐Term	  Examination  

10 April	  1 Tuesday Urban	  Design	  – the	  Challenge	  of	  Aesthetics	  
Read:	  Online	  Handout	  Levy	  – 9 

 

 April	  3 Thursday 
Community	  and	  Economic	  Development	  Planning	  
Documentary	  – Store	  Wars	  
Read:	  Online	  Handout	  Levy	  – 13 

 

11 April	  8 Tuesday Sustainability	  
Documentary:	  The	  Ecological	  Footprint 

 

 April	  10 Thursday 
Urban	  Forestry,	  Habitat	  Conservation	  Planning,	  Ecosystem	  
Management	  
Read	  Chapters	  10	  &	  11 

 

12 April	  15 Tuesday 
Suburbanization	  
Documentary:	  Sprawling	  From	  Grace:	  The	  Consequences	  
of	  Suburbanization 

 

 April	  17 Thursday 
Smart	  Growth	  Management	  
Read	  Chapter	  17	  
DUE	  – Assignment	  II	  to	  be	  uploaded	  @ublearns 

 

13 April	  22 Tuesday State	  &	  Regional	  Environmental	  Land	  Management	  
Read	  Chapter	  18 

 

 April	  24 Thursday Habitat	  Conservation	  Planning,	  Ecosystem	  Management	  
Read	  Chapters	  11	  &	  14 

 

14 April	  29 Tuesday Sustainable	  Communities,	  Watersheds,	  Ecosystems	  
Read	  Chapter	  19 

 

 May	  1 Thursday Natural	  Hazards	  Mitigation	  	  
Read	  Chapter	  13 
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Week Date Day Topics	  and	  Assignments 

15 May	  6 Tuesday 

Emerging	  Challenges	  – Global	  warming,	  Energy	  dilemma,	  
Waste	  Management,	  and	  Food	  access	  	  
Documentary:	  The	  11th	  Hour	  
Read	  Chapter	  12	  
DUE	  -‐	  Clipping	  File	  Project	  to	  be	  uploaded	  @ublearns 

 

 May	  8 Thursday Examination	  Review	  Session  

May	  15 Thursday Final	  Examination	  – 3:30-‐6:30pm	  (Cooke	  121)  

 
 
 
 


